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gc_7> Another volume of the Rearstea will be com- | 
menced with the next number. As the congfess of 
the United States and the legislatures of the several 
states, are about to close their sessions, room will be 
allowed for the insertion of many valuable articles 
which a necessary attention to passing events has 
caused the postponement of. 

It is intended, and the present feeling of the public 
mind requires it,* that reports, proceedings, essays, 
facts and speculations, concerning internal improte- 
ments, shall take the lead, and our stock of materials 
are already very abundant. The progress of na- 
tional industry, as applied to the arts and manufactures, 
is also a subject of great magnitude, and it is exceed- 
ingly important that what belongs to them should be 
better known. It is expected also, that the auction 
system will be examined and explained, and some es- 
says are promised to shew that the duties on foreign 
goods imported should be promptly collected, as is 
the practice elsewhere. Of statistical articles we 
have a large quantity on hand, and two or three ex- 
tensive essays in a state of preparation. If to these 
general matters be added occasional discussions of 
politieal events and affairs, with the usual notices 
of current things, it would seem that there will be an 
overflow of interesting matter for the ensuing vo- 
lume; and, by an undivided attention to the editing 
of it, it is hoped that it will afford more than usual 
satisfaction to the friends of this work. 





5 It will be seen by a reference to the proceed- 
ings of congress, that the editor of this paper has fail- 
ed in his application to be appointed printer to con- 
gress, and with a majority against him that it was 
impossible to have anticipated, two or three weeks| 
ago. The operations by which this result was pro- 
duced, might be as clearly explained as the result 
itself is manifest; but no possible good can grow out 
of the exposition, and it might also be supposed to 
have a spice of personal feeling that ought not to be 
indulged. Hence the matter shal! be suffered to rest 
where it is, undisturbed by me, in a submission to 
the principle that the will of the majority, legally 
expressed, should govern—and without any impeach- 
ment of motives. The free exertion of one’s own 
opinion, naturally grants the like right to others—and 
it is not the business of any man to find fault with| 
other men’s acts, unless he can comprehend the unrea- 
sonableness of them. 

And, as the subject has heretofore been mentioned 
in the Recisrer, it may be proper briefly to add— 
that the personal pleasure of being relieved from the 
character of a candidate, in the present sesagonal 
state of things, has very nearly, if not altogether, 
balanced the mortification felt atthe result. It was 
the first time that lever sought public e:nployment, 
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“Tue cazinet.” As there is somé new arrange~ 
ment reported almost every morning at Washington 
it is evident that none of the reports are to be relied. 
on, a3 awhole. The following, however, is one of 
the latest of them, and, probably, as near the truth as 
any other— 

For secretary of state Henry Clay, of Ken. 
of the treasury Richard Rush, of Pa. 
of war James Barbour, of Va. 
ofthe navy Sam’! L. Southard, N. J. 
attorney general William Wirt, of Va. 

It is also said that Mr. McLean will remain in the 
office of post master general, and, indeed, it would 
seem like a public misfortune if he should leave it for 
some time to come—and added, that the mission to 
London, to supply the place of Mr. Rush, will be of- 
fered to gov. Clinton. There is much speculation as 
to the gentlemen that will be named for the missions 
to Mexico, Buenos Ayres, &c. and totake the place of 
Mr. Nelson, at Madrid, who, it is understood, will 
soon return home. 

Domestic coops. The exhibition of American 
goods in the great rotundo of the capitol of the Unit- 
ed States, though not so very extensive, for want af 
due notice and previous organization, as might have 
been desirable, was yet sufficient to astonish many 
who had not reflected on the quantity of labor and 
amount of capital employed and vested in the manu- 
facture of wool, cotton, iron and other metals, and 
wood, &ce. The display of cloths, cassimeres and 
blankets was peculiarly interesting. But we hope to 
give a full account of the exhibition in the next Re- 
cister. The rotundo was crowded by a succession 
of individuals of both sexes, for three days. 


ae 


MEETING OF THE SENATE UF THE U. §. The Na- 
tional Journal, of the 18th inst. states, that the se- 
nate of the United States will convene on the 4th of 
March next, for the despatch of public business. It 
is summoned by acircular letter from the president 
of the United States, addressed to the several mem- 
bers, including those who are understood to have 
been already appointed to supply vacancies occur- 
ring in that body, on that day. 





Navat. The ships now building at Philadelphia, 
are ordered to be finished immediately, and two 
others put on the stocks. This order has given rise 
to some speculation; but the meaning of it, no doubt, 
is to proceed with the gradual increase of the navy, 
as provided by existing laws. 

InpIAN TREATIES. A treaty has lately been con- 
cluded with the Choctaws, resident west of the Mis- 





and it probably will be the last: and, again quietly’ 
seated at my own desk, an increased exertion shall be: 


sissippi, for ceding to the United States a part of the 
lands heretofore ceded to them by the United States 











made to keep up and extend the wide circulation and| —the boundaries of which, however, are now fo be 
flattering reputation which this paper possesses, by a| regarded permanent. The line begins one hundred 
steady adherence to what are believed to be the best) paces from Fort Smith, and extends due south to Red 
interests of the nation, uninfluenced by any man or| River; for which they are to receive an annuity of 
set of men whatsoever; and with a hope that the past| 46,000 ayear. The instrument also provides for the 
will not have any influence on the future, unless so! settlement of certain claims due by individuals of the 
far as an increased knowledge of men and things) nation to the United States’ trading houses, &c. 

shall enable me toesteem them more eorrectly;and | Amother treaty, with the Quapaw nation, involving 
on this account, I must needs think, that (part of} a| the cession of a large tract of land in Arkansas, is 
“‘winter at Washington” has not been spentin vain. | also published—for which they are to receive cer- 
tain indemnities for their houses and farms, and 


*See * proceedings of congress, of Thursday last, | $4,900 annually. This tribe is to remove to the lands 
Vol, XXVII,——26 | 
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inhabited by the Caddoes, and to become a part of} 
that tribe. 

The amount of the lands ceded by those treaties is | 
estimated at seven milions of acres! 

A third treaty, concluded with the Sock and Fox 
tribes of Indians, also contains the cession of a large 
tract of land in the state of Missouri, running from 
the Missouri river at the entrance of the Kansas—' 
and a fourth, with the loway tribe, gains other lands 
in the same state, adjoining the above. For these | 
cessions, certain sums are to be paid, as usual, 

Tne sovtmern Rerrvarics. One ofthe latest London 
papers received, says—‘*Mr. Canning communicated 
to ati the fi reign ministers, inthe afternoon of Satur- 
day last, at the foreign office, that the cabinet of his 
Britannic majest y had come to the resoiution of ac- 
knowledging the independence of Mexico and Colom- 
bia. Commissioners would he sent to these states, 
charged with full powers to conclude treaties of com- 
merce between them and this country, tounded on 
that recognition. 

The recognition of Buenos Ayres, which has long 
possessed a settled government, may be expected. 
\We understand that some further information, re-. 
specting its extent and external relations is wished | 
for before recognizing this state. No report from 
Chili has yet been received.” 

Haytr. A letter from Paris, dated Dec. 24, says— 
‘} have just learned, and in a way that renders the) 
information every way worthy of attention, that itis. 
firmly believed that a ‘treaty has been concluded be-| 
tween WVrance and St. Domingo. St. Domingo is to, 
pay 190 millions of frances as the price of the acknow- | 
ledement of its independence; part, nominally, to go) 
tos pain, as an indemnity for its portion of the island; 
but realiy to France, as pay and subsistence of French | 
troopsin Spain. The speech of the king of France, 
in stating that an indemnity may be given to the em i-| 
grants without increasing the taxes, seems to cons | 
firm aij this.” 

Upon the foregoing we have only to observe, that ‘> 
it has been long understood, that the president of | 
Hayti has treasured up several millions, we have 
heard, we believe, so much as thirty millions of dol- 
Jars, to indemnify the French emigrants from St. Do- 
mingo, as soon as France should, on that condition 
alone, recognise the independence of the island. 


| 
| 





_ Proripa. Gevernor Duvall, in a late messnge to 

12 legislative council of Florida. assembled, for the 
ae time. at the new seat of government, at Talla- 
hassee; holds the following encouraging language: — | 

“Located in the centre ofa beautiful and entensive | 
hody of high. fert ile land, finely watered, and blessed 
with a salub ous atmosphere, we may confidently 
expect that tale nts, population, enterprise and wealt h | 
wiil render it, in afew years, a delightful residence. | 
6 { nul lately, no part of North America was so lit | 





tie known us the interior of this country. Visitors, | 
whohad teken a tran sient view of the extremes of | 
Past and West Florida, had pronounced it a bank of | 
se id, not worth the money paid for it. Ignorance is | 
commonly the cause of misre presentation. Now itis 
helie ved, ‘by many, ihat 


y. inat Loutsiana has not more yalu- 
ehle land than this territory. The lands on the 
banks of the appetech) ‘ola river, are 
tie banke of the Mi 


as fertile as 
sissippl, and the climate is better 
adapted tothe culture of sugar and sea island co 





tton. 
‘ne greater part of the extensive country between | 
the Sewanne and Annalachic ila rivers, is extrem rely j 
a geil sete 
rich and valuable, an d will sustain a pop Vv on of | 


many thousand souls; while the rich |; ands of . ice) 
na, eastof the Sewanne and of Chiputa, west of the} 
Appalachicola, will, unquestionably, render Florida, | 
at no distant period, a rich and powerful state. 





5 1PORTER & GEN. VIVES. 


_—~ ~--—-—_ 
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“The bold and navigable rivers which run through 
our territory will be ‘of more value than mines of 
gold. Besiges the rivers already mentioned, several 
others are equally navigable. The St. Johns can be 
ascended by vessels of considerable burthen for one 


/ hundred and sixty or seventy miles; the Ocklockney 


is navigable for large boats, as are also the St. Marks 
and Wakulla rivers. Chocawhatchie and Escambia 
rivers are now navigated into the state of Alabama. 
A tew years will demonstrate the value of Florida to 
the United States, and thousands of the southern 
planters will realize in this country that wealth for 
which hitherto they have toiled without success.” 





Com. Porter anp cen. Vives. A friend in the 
West India squadron, has favored the editors of the 
National Intelligencer, with the following copies of 
a letter addressed by commodore Porter to the go- 
vernor of Cuba, on the eve of his departure from that 
station, with the governor’s reply. The tone of this 
reply does not indicate any unfavorable impression 
on the mind of general Vivrs, produced by the affair 
of Faxyardo, which must have been wel] known to 
him at the time of writing the reply: 


U. S. stream Gatuior Sea Gert, 
Hevana, January 20th, 1825. 
Your excellency: Expecting soon to return to the 
United States, ge intending to retire from the com- 
mand of the United States’ vessels on this station, I 
embrace this opportunity to offer to your excellency, 
/on the part of my government, my sincere thanks for 
the many facilities and accommodation, the good un- 
derstanding, and co-operation, I have found, through 
your means, among the authorities on every part of 
the coast of Cuba, in effecting the suppression of 
| Piracy, and in bringing to punishment those enemies 
/of the human race, who have so long infested those 
S049, 


Permit me, also, on my own part, to express to 


you the satisfaction I have enjoyed, in acting in con- 


junction with the authorities of Cuba, to effect this 
common object, and to offer to your excellency as- 
surances of the highest respect and consideration. 
I have the honor to be, your excellency’s very 
obedient servant, D. Porter. 
To his excellency Don Dionisio Vives, 
Captain general of theisland of Cuba, &c. 


Havana, 22d January, 1825. 

I have been very much gratified by the reception 
ef your favor of the 20 inst. thanking me, in the 
name of your government, for the assistance, good 
understand ling and co-operation that you have met 
with, on the part of the local authorities of this 
istand, in giving aid to the suppression of piracy, by 
means of my order, and bringing to condign punish- 
ment the enemies of every civilized nation.’ 

As aprinciple which governs me, and, at the same 
time, as a duty which I owe to the reiterated orders 
of my government, which are in strict accordance 
with the laws of nature, and the rights of man, I 
have not ceased, nor will I cease, until J fulfill every 
order on so important an object, as far as depends 
on my abilities. 

I regret, very sensibly, that you are about to re 
tire from the command of the United States’ forces in 
these seas, not only from the able manner in which 
you have discharged the important duties which have 
been confided to you, but from the just considera- 
tions with which you have always respected the ter- 
ritorial rights of the island of Cuba. Permit me, sir, 
to offer you my acknowledginents, and to avail my 
self of this occasion to confirm the assurances of my 
high consideration and esteem. God preserve you 


|many years. LD. Vives. 


Jo coin. David Porter. 
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Linenation oF Perr. The following shews that, 
the war in Peru, and with it all controversy between 
the republicans and royalists in South America, has 
ended. There is now very little reason to doubt but 
that the independence of the new southern republics 
will soon be acknowledged by the great European 
powers,* and we may hope that the people will grow 
im knowledge as they increase in strength, and be- 
come republicans indeed. . 

REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA. 
Carthagena, 13th January, 1825. 
General commandency of Magdalena, 
To thehon. Don Jose Maina Salazar: 

The commandant general of the isthmus, of the 3d 

instant, communicated to me as follows: 
‘“T have just received a despatch from his excellency 
the liberator, dated Lima, which is as follows: 
REPUBLIC OF PERU. 
Department of war and marine, 
Lima, December 18, 1824. 
To the intendant end commandant general of Panama: 

I now have the honor tocommunicate to the secre- 
tary of war and marine of the republic of Colombia, 
as follows: 

It is with extreme satisfaction that I inform you, by 
order of his excellencv, the liberator, charged with 
the dictatorial power, that, at 5 o’clock this evening, 
several rece fe were received, amongst which was 
one from general St. Cruiz, which confirms the intel- 
ligence of the total defeat of the Spanish army at 
Cuamanguilla, onthe 9th of the presentmonth. The 
vice roy, La Serna, and generals Canterac and Val- 
dez, have been taken prisoners, the former of whom 
is severly wounded. The second, having sueceeded 
him inthe command, surrendered to general Sucre, 
issued orders in consequence to the governor of Cal- 
lao, to deliver up the fortresses to his excellency the 
liberator; and to the other Spanish generals, in all 
parts, to submit to the commander in chief. 

Lieutenant colonef Medina, aid-de-camp to his ex- 
cellency, who was charged with the despatches of 
gen. Sucre, the capitulation, and ordersof gen. Can- 
terac, was assassinated during his journey; but the 
moment I receive them, I shall have the honor to 
transmit them to you. 

In consequence of these flattering and extraordina- 
ry successes, lam commanded, by his excellency the 
liberator, to inform you that our faithful ally, the re- 
public of Colombia, will be spared the necessity of 
making any further sacrifices to assist him in the war 
which he has, until the 9th instant, sustained against 
the Spanish power jn this part of America. His‘ex~ 
cellency believes the 4,000 men of the expedition 
from Panama, will be amply sufficient to secure the 
independence and liberty of Peru. Colombia will be 
freed from the kind attention she has paid to the south, 
and Peru will feel the obligation she is under for the 
assistance she received from her in the day of cala- 
mity. 

In consequence of this, his excellency the libera- 
tor commands me to inform you, that if you have any 
force to send to Peru, or if you shall hereafter re- 





*The London Traveller of the 5th ult. says—‘‘It is 
currently reported in the city, that the recognition of 
the South American states, by Great Britian, is to be 
immediately followed by a similar acknowledgment 
of their independence by France. From the avowed 
determination of the French government to cencur 
in the general policy of England, it may be inferred 
that the decision of the British governmenton a point 
so important tothe preservation of tranquility in Eu- 
rope, has not been taken without the concurrence of 
at least the great commercial powers. The die is now 
east, and Old Spain may henceforth be considered as 


irrevocably separated from her South American colo- 
nies,”’ 





ceive any with this view, you are to put them at th® 
disposal of the government of Colombia, to be dis- 
posed of as may be most convenient, as those forces 
will be unnecessary, from the new circumstances in 
which we are plactd. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
servant, T. De Heres. 

This I have the honor and satisfaction to commn- 
nicate to you for your information, congratulating 
you, as well as the whole of that meritorious depart- 
ment, not only on this happy news, but on the part 
they have taken, by their co-operation, in the lustre 
of our arms in the territory of the Incas.” 

Permit me, sir, the satisfaction of hastening to 
transmit i an event so glorious for Colombia, so 
important for the cause of all America, and so de- 
cisive to the pretensions of the Spanish peninsula, 
and to congratulate you and all the Colombians on the 
peace of the New World. 


God preserve you. C. SouBLETTF. 








Important Judicial Decision. 
Postmaster General of the United States, Writ of Error 


John Moul and M. Herbert. Decree. 

This isa writ of error from a decision of the dis! 
trict court, in which judgment was rendered for the 
plaintiff against the sureties of a postmaster, for a 
balance received in his office, and not paid orer,— 
The suit was on a penal bond, given in the usual forin 
of official bonds, in which the postmaster-general was 
made obligee. The case has been argued as presenting 
two principal points; the first, on the jurisdiction of the 
district court; the second, on the validity of the bond 
on which the action is instituted. But, from the view 
which I take of it, they resolve themselves into one, 
to wit: whether this bond is, in the eye of the law, a 
contract between the defendants and the United 
States; whether, in effect, the United States be not 
the real party plaintiff to the suit; or whether the 
case came within the description of a case arising 
under a law of the United States. It cannot be ques- 
tioned that, in order to sustain the constitutionality 
of the law which gives jurisdiction to the district 
court, the suit must be one to which the United 
States are a party, or the case one which arises un- 
der a Jaw of the United States; nor is there the least 
reason to think, that the law affecting this case was 
intended to transcend those limits. That the United 
States are a party in interest, cannot be doubted, 
since the postmaster is a receiver to their use; and 
nothing is clearer, than that a suit in their name for 
money, had and received, may have been maintained 
in the district court. But, by the 29th section of the 
post-ofice act of 1810, itis enacted, ‘‘that all suits 
which shall be hereafter commenced, for the reco- 
very of debts or balances due to the general post- 
office, whether they appear by bonds or obligations, 
made in the name of the existing, or any preceding 
postmaster-general, or otherwise, shall be instituted 
in the name of the postmaster-general of the United 
States.” Thus, giving an attribute of a corporation 





sole to the incumbent of that office, and substitutung 
his name for that of the United States, in all suits 
emanating from that office. This gives rise to the 
question, whether, in an instance in which jurisdic- 
tion is altogether personal, the United States can 
substitute any other person for itself, as the party 
litigant in the courts of the United States; but this 
question I shall decline considering in the present 
instance, since it is superseded by the questions he- 
fore stated, to wit: whether the United States can he 
considered as a party to the suit here instituted, or 
}the case, one arising under a law of the United States. 
This is an action of debt on a bond, which, it is ar- 
mitted on all hands, there exists no law to require 





the postmaster-general to demand, or his deputy to 


attain | 
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give, before entering on his office. 


But, it is con- | six thousand dollars when this new bond was requir- 


tended by the district attorney, that, although notre-|jed of him. Subsequent to giving this bond, at every 
quired by express law, it is still an official bond, le- | quarter, with one exception, he adds from one thou- 


gally taken, either because of the general power of 


;sand to three thousand dollars to his defalcations, 


the postmaster-general to appoint and dismiss the de- | and yet no steps are taken by the head of the depart- 
puty postmaster, or because of his general control |mentto enforce payment, until be reaches the enor- 


over them in common with the other dependants of 
that department. The postmaster-general, it seems, 
demands security of the deputy postmasters when he 
pleases, and increases it when he pleases; and acom- 
pliance, of course, becomes the condition of an ap- 
pointment or continuance in office. In the present 
instance, it appears the postmaster, Box, had been 
some years in office, and had given bond; but a re- 
quisition was made of further and greater security, 
in consequence of which, and without any new ap- 
pointment, (the incumbent holding his office during 
pleasure), this bond was given. That the exercise 
of this power may be wise and salutary, I am not dis- 
posed to controvert; but, whether the power thus ex- 
ercised is one so vested as to convert the bonds thus 
taken into contracts with the United States, or the 
suits upon them into cases arising under laws of the 
United States, is the question which this case pre- 
gents. That the power to prescribe rules does not 
afry with it the power to exact bonds, is to be de- 
cuced from the words of the act itself; for it is ex- 
press in limiting the exercise of this power to ‘in- 
structions relative to their duty,’’ words which can- 
not carry with them the right of takmg bonds or im- 
posing conditions as prerequisites to an appointment, 
or as the terms of its continuance. Nor does such a 
power any more result from the right of nominating 
to office or removing at will. As was correctly ob- 
served in argument, with equal propriety might such 
a bond have been exacted from the postmaster-gene- 
ral himself, at his appointment; or it may be added, 
2s well may it be demanded of a member of the cabi- 
net or a foreign minister. indeed, it might as well 
be made a condition of nomination to the highest 
offices under our government. I am not here speak- 
ing, it will be recollected, of the rights which the 
postmaster-general may exercise individually for his 
own security; for, in the prosecution of suits upon 
bonds so taken, it will not be contended that he has 
any right to come into the district courts. I confiné 
my observations to those instruments alone, which, 
when executed through the medium of a public offi- 
cer, raise a contract between the individual and the 
government. And herelsee no difference between 
the power to make the government obligee or obli- 
ger. It is inthe exercise of a delegated and specific 
tot alone, that either the one or the other can be 
egally effected. And this has always appeared to 
me the true ground on which those decisions should 
be placed, which exercise such rigor in requiring a 
law to be strictly pursued in taking bonds of office. 
In the present instance, the department appear to 
have been honestly misled, by confounding their pow- 
ers as to the keepers of post offices with those which 
they exercise in regard to the persons employed in 
the transportation of the mail. With regard to the 
latter, the powers of the department will unquestiona- 
bly,cover the taking of bonds for the due performance 
of their contracts. But, as to the deputy postmaster, 
the power of the postmaster general seems limited 
to appointing them, dismissing them, and prescribing 
to them their duties in those subordinate matters in 
which the law itself is silent. The policy of the go- 
vernment, as to the latter, obviously was torest upon 
short settlements and prompt payments for its secu- 
rity. And here I cannot help remarking that it may 
be reasonably questioned, whether these bonds do 
pot operate to counteract the policy of the law. 
su, they may be void in another point of view, or at 
jeast merit noindulgence. It was known to the post- 


master general, that this postmaster was a defaulter 


If 


mous deficiency of $16,000, permitted to accumulate, 
‘through successive defaults, for eight or nine years. 


: Practically, we see here an instance, in which these 


| bonds were taken to indemnify the postmaster gene- 
‘ral himself against the penalties which the law in- 
flicts for his own defaults, since the deputy post- 
master is required by law to account, quarterly, and 
the most summary remedy given against him for the 
recovery of sums received in his office, which remedy 
the head of the department is required to enforce in 
six months, or is made personally liable for the sums 
| due by the postmaster. What, then, are these bonds 
but security tothe postmaster general against the 
losses to which he subjects himself by his indulgence 
to the public creditor? Indemnity, in fact, against 
an illegal act, a neglect of official duty. The law, 
intending to give no such indulgence, exacts no 
bonds, but he exacts the bond and gives the indul- 
gence. Whether the bond will avail him as a pri- 
vate bond, or is binding upon these defendants as a 
voluntary bond, is not now the question. It is, 
whether it be a legal official bond, a contract to 
which the judicial privileges of the United States can 
be legally applied; and I am of opinion that it is not, 
and that a suit upon it is neither a suit to which the 
United States has been legally made a party, nor a 
case arising under a law of the United States: there- 
fore, that a suit cannot be maintained upon this bond 
in the district court, and, of consequence, that the 
Judgment of the district court must be reversed. 
There were other points made and argued in the 
cause, which this view of the subject renders it un- 
necessary to consider. It may be proper, however, 
to remark, that there was no plea to the jurisdiction 
formally filed, but the peint appears upon the record, 
and I consider it as settled in the practice of the su- 
preme court, that, in such a case, the appellate courts 
of the United States will take notice of a defect of 
jurisdiction, and decide accordingly. It may be 
proper further to remark that, in this opinion, I have 
considered the deputy postmasters as officers of the 
government, not merely private deputies or servators 
of their superior. Their appointment, their duties, 
their liabilities, are all dependent upon express law, 
and the postmaster general is not at liberty to dis- 
pense with them, although he may appoint and dis- 
miss them at pleasure. If, in discharging this duty, 
he may impose one condition officially, 1 see not 
where he is to be limited in the assertion of suche 
power. 
True copy, GEO. GLEN, Clerk. 


en ae 
Report upon Indians. 

[ Accompanying the message of the president, insert- 
ed in page 363]. 

DEPARTMENT OF war, 24th January, 1825. 
To the President of the United States: 

In obedience to your instructions, direeting a state- 
mentof the names of the Indian tribes now remaining 
\within the limits of the different states and territo- 
ries, the number of each tribe, and the quantity of 
land claimed by each; also, an estimate of the amount 
of appropriation nec>ssary to commence the work 
of moving the Indians beyond the Mississippi, to be 
laid before you; I herewith enclose a report from col. 
Thomas McKenney, to whom is assigned the charge 
ofthe office of Indian affairs, which contains a!! of 
‘the information required, except the estimate of the 
sum that will be necessary to be appropriated to com- 
mence the removal. 
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In forming the estimate required, it will be neces- | 
sary to take a summary view of the number and po- 
sition of the several tribes to be removed, and to 
form a plan, in detail, for their removal. 

It appears, by the report enclosed, that there are, in 
the several] states and territories, not including the 
portion of Michigan territory west of lake Michigan, 
and north of the state ofIllinois, about 97,000 Indians, 
and that they occupy about 77,000,000 of acres of land. 

The arrangement for the removal, it is presumed, 
is not intended to comprehend the small remnants of 
tribes in Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Virginia, and South Carolina, amounting to 
3,023. Tothese also may be added, the remnants of 
tribes remaining in Louisiana, amounting to 1,313, as 
they are each of them so few in number, that, it is 
believed, very little expense og difficulty will be found 
in their removal, making together 4,336, which sub- 
tracted from the 97,000, the entire number in the 
states and territories, will leave 92,664 to be remov- 
ed. Of these, there are residing in the northern parts of 
the states of Indiana, Illinois, in the peninsula of Mi- 
chigan, and New York, including the Ottowas in Ohio, 
about 18,150, which I would respectfully suggest might 
be removed with advantage to the country west of laxe 
Michigan, and north of the state of Illinois. The 
climate and the nature of the country are much more 
favorable to their habits, than that west of the Mis- 
sissippi; to which may be added, that the Indians in 
New York have already commenced a settlement at 
Green Bay, and exhibit some disposition to make it a 
permanent one; and that the Indians referred to in 
indiana, Illinois, in the peninsula of Michigan, and 
Ohio, will find in the country designated, kindred 
iribes, with whom they may be readily associated. 
These considerations, with the greater facility with 
which they could be collected in that portion of the 
country, compared with that of collecting them west 
of the Mississippi, form a strong inducement to give 
itthe preference. Should the proposition be adopt- 
ed, the Indians in question might be gradually col- 
lected, as it became necessary, from time to time, to 
extinguish the Indian title in Indiana, Illinois, and 
Michigan, without incurring any additianal expense 
other than what is usually incidental to such extin- 
guishment. Deducting, then, the Indians residing 
in the northwestern parts of Indiana, Illinois, in Mi- 
chigan, and New York, with the Ottowas in Ohio, 
amounting to 13,150, from 92,664, will leave but 
79,513. It is proper to add, that a late treaty with 
the Quapaws stipulates and provides for their remo- 
val, and that they may also be deducted from the 
number for whose removal provision ought to be 
made. They are estimated at 700, which, deducted 
from 79,514, will leave 78,814, to he removed west 
of the state of Missouri and territory of Arkansas, 
should the views of the department be adopted. 

Of these, there are estimated to residein the states 
of North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama and 
Mississippi, 53,625, consisting of Cherokees, Creeks, 
Chocktaws and Chickasaws: and claiming about 
33,573,176 acres, including the claim of the Chero- 
kees, in North Carolina; 3,082 in Ohio, and in the 
southern and middle parts of Indiana and Illinois, 
consisting of Wyandotts, Shawnees, Senecas, Dela- 
wares, Kaskaskias and Miami and Eel Rivers; 5,000 
in Florida, consisting of Seminoles and remnants of 
other tribes; and the remainder in Missouri and 
Arkansas, consisting of Delawares, Kickapoos, Shaw- 
nees, Weas, loways, Piankeshaws, Cherokees, Qua- 
paws and Osuges. 

The next subject of consideration will be—to ac- 
quire a sufficient tract of country west of the state of 
Missouri and territory of Arkansas, in order to es- 
tablish permanent settlements in that quarter, of the 
tribes which are proposedto be removed. The coun- 





try between the Red river ang the Arkansas, has 


already been allotted to the Chocktaws, under the 
treaty of the 18th of October, 1820. The country 
north of the river Arkansas, and immediately west of 
the state of Missouri, is held almost entirely by the 
Osages andthe Kanzas. The principal settlement of 
the former being on the Osage river, not far west of 
the western boundary of Missouri; and the latter, on 
the Missouririver, near Cowlsand. There isa band 
of the Osages situated on the Verdigris, a branch of 
the Arkansas. Governor Clark has been already 
instructed to take measures to remove them from the 
Verdigris, to join the other bands on the Osage river. 
Tocarry this object into effect, and to extinguish 
the title of the Osages upon the Arkansas, and ip 


| the state of Missouri; and also to extinguish the title 


of the Kanzas to whatever tract of country may be 
necessary to effect the views of the government, will 
be the first object of expenditure; and would re- 
quire ap appropriation, it is believed, of not less than 
30,000 dollars. After this is effected, the next will be 
to allota portion of the country to each of the tribes 
and tocommence the work of removal. The former 
could be effected by vesting in the president discre- 
tionary power to make the location; and the latter, 
by commencing with the removal of the Cherokees, 
Piankeshaws, Weas, Shawnees, Kickapoos and Dela- 
wares, who now occupy different tracts of country, 
lying in the northwestern portion of the Arkansas 
territory, and the southwestern portion of the state 
of Missouri. 

It is believed that the Cherokees, towhom has 
been allotted a country lying between the Arkansas 
and White rivers, will very readily agree to remov- 
ing their eastern boundary farther west, on the con- 
sideration that, for the lands thereby ceded, they 
may have assigned to them an equal quantity far- 
ther west, as they have evinced a strong disposition 
to prevent the settlement of the whites to the west 
of them. -Itis probable that this arrangement could 
be effected by an appropriation of a few thousand 
dollars, say five thousand, for the expense of holding 
the treaty. Nor is it believed that there will be any 
difficulty in inducing the Piankeshaws, Weas, Shaw- 
nees, Kickapoos and Delawares, to occupy a position 
that may be assigned to them, west of the state of 
Missouri, or that the operation will be attended with 
any greatexpense. The kindred tribes in the states 
of Ohio and Indiana, including the Wyandotts, the 
Senecas, and the Miamies and Ee] Rivers, in those 
states, and the Kaskaskias, in Illinois, it is believed, 
might be induced, without much difficulty, to join 
them, after those residing in Missouri are fixed in 
their new position west of that state. Of the sum 
that will be necessary for this purpose, it is difficult 
to form an estimate. These tribes amount to 3,082. 
The expense of extinguishing their title to the lands 
occupied by them, will probably be high, in com- 

arison with the price which has been usually given 
for lands in that quarter, as they, (particularly the 
Indians in Ohio), have made some advances in ci- 
vilization, and considerable improvements on their 
lands. The better course would be, to remove them 
gradually, commencing with those tribes which are 
most disposed to leave their present settlements, and, 
if this arrangement should be adopted, an appropria- 
tion of $20,000 would be sufficient to commence with. 

It may, however, be proper te remark, that thee 
tribes, together with those of New York, have indi- 
cated a disposition to join the Cherokees on the Ar- 
kansas, and that adeputation of the former, with 3 
deputation from those Cherokees, are now on their 
way to the seat of government, in order to make 
some arrangement to carry the proposed inion into 
effect. Should it be accomplished, it would vary the 
arrangement, which has been OY ete ope to 
them, but wil! not probably materially Wary the ex 
pense. 
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It only remains now to consider the removal of 
the Indians in Florida, and the four southern tribes 
residing in North Carolina, Georgia, Teunessee, 
Alabama and Mississippi. ; 

It is believed that immediate measures need not 
be taken with regard to the Indians in Florida. By 
the treaty of the 18th September, 1823, they ceded 
the whole of the northern portion of Florida, with the 
exception of a few small reservations, and have had 
allotted to them the southern part of the peninsula; 
and it is probable that no inconvenience will be felt, 
jor many years, either by the inhabitants of Florida 
or the Indians, under the present arrangement. Of 
tne four southern tribes, two of them, the Cherokees 
and Choctaws, have already allotted to them, a tract 
of country west of the Mississippi. That which has 
been allotted to the latter, is believed to be suflici- 
wotly ample for the whole nation, should they emi- 
grate; and, if an arrangement, which is belicved not 
10 be impracticable, could be made between them 
and the Chickasaws, who are their neighbors, and of 
similar habits and dispositions, it would be sufficient 
for the accommodation of both. A sufficient country 
should be reserved tu the west of the Cherokees, on 
the Arkansas, gs a means of exchange with those who 
yemain on theeast. Tothe Creeks might be allotted 
a couutry between the Arkansas and the Canadian 
river, which limits the northern boundary of the 
Chocktaw possessions in that quarter. There is now 
pending with the Creeks, a negotiation, under the 
«opropriation of the last session, with a prospect that 
the portion of that nation which resides within the 
limits of Georgia, may be induced, with the consent 
of the nation, tocede the country which they occupy, 
Yor a portion of the one which it is proposed to allot 
for the Creek nation, on the west of the Mississippi. 
Should the treaty prove successful, its stipulations 
will provide for the means of carrying it into effect, 
which will reader any additional provision, at present, 
tinnecessary. It will be proper to open new commu- 
hiications with the Cherokees, Choctawsand Chicka- 
saws, fur the purpose of explaining to them the views 
of the government, and inducing them to remove be- 
yond the Mississippi, on the principles and conditions 
which may be proposed to the other tribes. 

It is known, that there are many individuals of 
each of the tribes, who are desirous of settling west 
of the Mississippi, and, should it be thought advisable, 
tuere can be no doubt, that if, by an adequate ap- 
propriation, the means were afforded the govern- 
tuentof bearing their expense, they would emigrate. 
Should it be thought that the encouragement of sueh 
emigration is desirable, the sum of 40,000 dollars, at 
least, would be required to be appropriated for this 
object, to be applied under the discretion of the pre- 
sident ofthe United States. The several sums which 
have been recommended to be appropriated, if the 
proposed arrangements should be adopted, amount 
to 95,000 dollars. The appropriation may be made 
either general or specific, as may be considercd most 
advisable. 

J cannot, howevor, conclude, without remarking, 
that no arrangement ought to be made which does 
pot regard the interest of the Indians, as wel] as our 
own, and that, to protect the interest of the former, 
decisive measures ought tobe adopted to prevent the 
hastility, which must almost necessarily take place, 
if left to themselves, among trives hastily brought 
together, of discordant character, and many of which 
are actuated by feelings far from being friendly to- 
wards each other. But the preservation of peace 
petween them will not alone be sufficient to render 
their condition as eligible in their new situation as 
it is in their present. Almost all of the tribes pro- 


posed to be effected by the arrangement, are more or 
ess advanced in the arts of civilized life, and there 
ve scarce]y onc of them which have pot the establish- 
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ment of schools in the nation, affording at once the 
means of moral, religious and intellectual improve- 
ment. These schools have been established, for the 
most part, by religious societies, with the counte- 
nance and aid of the government, and, on every prin- 
ciciple of humanity, the continuance of similar ad- 
vantages of education ought to be extended to them 
in their new residence. There is another point which 
appears to be indispensable to be guarded, in to ren- 
der the condition of this race less afflicting. One of 
the greatest evils to which they are subject, is that 
incessant pressure of our population, which forces 
them from seat to seat, without allowing time for that 
moral and intellectual improvement, for which they 
appear to be naturally eminently susceptible. To 
guard against this evil, so fatal to the race, there 
ought to be the strongest and the most solemn assur- 
ance, that the country given them, should be theirs, 
as a permanent home for themselves and their pos- 
terity, without being disturbed by the encroachments 
of our citizens. To such assurance, if there should 
be added a system, by which the government, with- 
out destroying their independence, would gradually 
unite the several tribes under a simple but enlighten- 
ed system of government and laws, formed on the 
principles of our own, and to which, as their own 
people would partake in it, they would, under the 
contemplated improvement, at no distant day, be- 
come prepared. The arrangements which have been 
proposed, would prove to the Indians and their pos- 
terity a permanent blessing. It is believed that, if 
they could be assured that peace and friendship would 
be maintained among the several tribes, that the ad- 
vantages of education which they now enjoy would 
be extended to thein, that they should have a perma- 
nent and solemn guarantee for their possessions, and 
receive the countenance and aid of the government 
for the gradual extension of its privileges to them, 
there would be, among all the tribes, a disposition 
to accord with the views of the government. There 
are now, in most of the tribes, well educated, so 
ber and reflecting individuals, who are afflicted at 
the present condition of the Indians, and despondent 
at their future prospects. Under the operation of 
existing causes, they behold the certain degradation, 
misery, and even the final annihilation of theirrace, 
and, no doubt, would gladly embrace any arrange- 
ment which would promise to elevate them in the 
scale of civilization, and arrest the destruction which 
now awaits them. Itis conceived, that one of the most 
cheap, certain and desirable modes of effecting the 
object in view, would be for congress to establish 
fixed principles, such as have been suggested, as the 
bases of the proposed arrangement, and to authorize 
the president to convene, at some suitable point, al} 
of the well! informed, intelligent, and influential in- 
dividuals of the tribes to be affected by it,in order to 
explain to them the views of the government, and to 
pledge the faith of the nation to the urrangements that 
might be adopted. Should such principles be establish- 
ed by congress, and the president be vested with suita- 
ble authority toconvene the individuals as proposed, 
and suitable provision be made to meet the expense, 
great confidence is felt, that the basis of a system 
be laid, which, in a few years, would entirely effec: 
the object in view, to the mutual benefit of the go- 
vernment and the Indians, and which, 1n its opera- 
tions, would effectually arrest the calamitous course 
of events to which they must be subject, without a 
radical change in the present system. Should it be 
thought advisable to call such a convention, as one of 
the means of effecting the object in view, an addi- 
tional appropriation of 30,000 dollars will be requir- 
ed, making in the whole 125,000 dollars to be appre- 
priated. 
All of which is respectfully submitted 
' eo J, C. CALHOUN., 
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Hottanktitn of the rT Ry absence of such means of support will not be regret- 


Copy of a letter just received by a senator of the U. States. a It will stimulate their oomph 4 and make kn wil 
ge and mechanic skill] more necessary and Gesira- 
Frankirn, Missount, Jan. 17, 1825. | ble, The Mexicans have succeeded much better 
Dear sir: That part of the president’s message | than ourselves, in civilizing the Indians; and have 
which proposes to embody several of our Indian | tested its practicability beyond 4 doubt. There they 
tribes at some point west Of us, as a preparatory!are not inferior to their masters in aericulture, 
ineans of. their civilization, is well worthy of the architect: ire, the mechanic arts, and happiness. As 
wisdom aud benevolence of its author. Its CXpe: }i- mili itla, they are unlversal! y conced ted to be the most 
ency and practicability struck me so forcibly, this| | efficient part of the popu ation. Yhey live in vil- 
morning, as to overcome the idea of intrusion, and" Jages s, WON well built houses, well cultivated fields 
induces ine todrop you a line on the subject, and to| fine flocks, and, in variety ated. alusndadunncall fruit, 
give you some facts which my western travels have | ithey greatly excel the Mexicans. ‘Their manners 
enabled me to gather, and which inay be of some are not disagreeable, their dispo sitions are kind, and 
use to you in the discussion of the plan recommend 1} so: netimes found myself quite as agreeably situat- 
ed. led < * 
Feeiung, however, an unusual interest in so hu-| 
mane a proposition, and believing it pe rfectly he c- | 
ticable and hizhly important, i give you a few hints, | 





ong them, as among their neighbors. From 
my Shertebiial 4 have no doubt, they are good ma- 
terials tor improvement and civilization. Every 
| day’s experience proves that they are endowed with 
hoping they may lead to inquiry—and inquiry, Li am| good capacity; that they are ingenious; quick in im- 
quite certain, will strongly recommend the adoptioa | provement; and capable, under a proper direction 
of measures toaccomplish so desirable an object. la| and discipline, of being excellent citizens. Our 
the first place, nature could hardly have formed a} are. »mmodation has exterminated many of those na- 
country more admirably fitted to such a parvoes, | Sica, nearly destroyed others, and driven them from 
than that which lies between us aud the Arkansas | post to post, so long as we sould be. henetiited by its 
river. It is among the most beautiful and fertile | Hu: nanity ana egeaict have now strong claims upon 
tracts of country | ever saw. Streams, lined with! our endeavors to meliorate their condition. Their 
timber, interseet and beautify it in eve ry direction. | present situ: ition, with 6 respectto civilization. and their 
There are delightful landscapes, vver which Flora| | intercourse with e1yilized society, are pernic ious to 
has scattered her beauties with a wanton hand, and | their welfare, and unfavorable to an inercase of their 
upon whose bosom innumerable wild animars display | population. But, under suitable regulations pi jue 
their amazing numbers. ‘The spring clothes this} dicious cond ict, they may enter on the business of 
solitude with its richest scenery, and affords a com- | civilization with the brightest prospects of success 
bination which cannot faii to please the eye and de-}and h appiness. If this plan should be successfully 
light the imagination. The greatest objection I an-| carried into execution, Mr. Monroe may justly look 
ticipate is the want of timber. Probably, no body of| back upon it as one of thé wont sratifying acts of his 
timoer could be found sufheiently extensive to ac-/ popular and splendid administration. 
commodate all the Indians in one body, that would| Your fricnd and obedient servant. 
voluntarily embrace this mode ef life, within a few AUGUSTUS STORRS. 
years. But, even were this the case, itis very doubt- - " 
ful whether it tvould be expedient to combine all “23 “ep 
the tribes into one community. [t occurs to me, Report on Carver’s Gra nf, 
that it would be better to locate the different tribes| The committee on private land ciaims, to whom 
in different villages, with separate territorial ‘limits, were referred the petition and docunieots of Dr. 
atsuch adistance as to prevent collisions, and, atthe; Samuel Peters, have considered the same, and 
same time, so near as to co-operate in times of mu- REPORT: 
tual danger. | The petitioner represents thathe has acquired the 
If a few remnants of our tribes were settled in this title to a large tract of country, usually calied “Car- 
manner, embracing, if possible, the Osages and. ver’s Grant, ** situated on the ernst side. of the Missis- 
Kansas, and their prospects should become flatter. | ‘sippi river, beginning at 


t the Falis of St Anthony, 
ing, others would naturally join them, or form simi-/and running down the margin, nearly southeast, to 


lar ‘establishments; and, inthe course of a few years,!the mouth of the Chippeway river; thence, east- 
we should witness the gratifying spectacle of an or- | wardly, one hundred miles; thence, north, one hune 
ganized government, of industrious habits, and of!dred and twenty miles: and ihenes. on 4 Straight 
peaceful villages, surrounded with smiling fields and! Jine. to the beginning: That this grant was made to 
domestic herds. AsI passed through t hat delightful | captain Jonathan Carver, on the ist day of May, 1767, 
region, I could not help regretting that it shou! td be aj by two chiefs of the tribe of Naudowissies, in con- 
waste of nature, and felta secret assurance that, at | sideration of distinguished services rendered by him 
some future period, flocks would feed upon its sbun- | while in their country; that captain Czervér went to 
dant herbage, and a numerous population would de-| England in the year 1770, and solicited the king to 


rive support from its fertility. |ratify his said grant; that his majesty and the jords 
1775, granted his petition, 


It is a part of the country which will not answer! of his council, in the year 1775 
Sur purposes of social intercourse and co npact set- and ordered him toreturn to America, and take PO 
tlements. But, for the Indians, hardly any country | session of his land, thus coveyed to him; 
could afford greater advantages than the tracts ad-|the necessary preparations for his Ge 
joining the Kansas river, the Osage, the Neocio, the | be made, the information of the battle of Bur 
Verdigrise, and, perhaps, the Arkansas, below where | Hill was received, which entirely frustrated 
our route to Mexico crosses it. ‘They could, from tended enterprise: that Carver lived, overwhe med 
those places, procure salt from the salt plain of the | with sorrow, uatil the Sist of January, ) 780, when 
Arkansas; and, during the incipient state of ther pro-|he died, leaving a widow and seven ch.idren; thar, 
gress, before their harvest would be equal to their |in the month of November, in the year 1600, he pur- 
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support, the game would afford them an abundant| chased of the heirs of Carver all their ¢ 251 to the 
meansof support. The country affords deer, turkies, | said tract of country, and obtained a deed therefor, 
elk and antelopes; and, on the Arkansas, the buf aloe | that, after being baified in various attempts to obtain 
and horses are innumerable. No person who has | from the Indians a recognition of his title. ae ne 644 


not seen them can form any adequate conception of | been advised to do by a committee of congress. he 
their numbers. After some years of settlement, the! set out from New York, in June, 1917,t0 visit Aes 
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Wing and Lefei, two chiefs, residing near the Falls 
ofSt. Anthony; that, in the autumn of the same year, 
he met with Lefei, the son of one of the grantors, at 
Prairie du Chien, who declared, in the presence of 
several persons, thathis father and uncle signed, with 
their marks, the pnts to Carver, at the Great 
Cave,on the ist day of May, 1767, and also that, 
when he could see Red Wing, they would make their 
marks on paper, and thus satisfy congress; that, af- 
ter Lefei was gone, Red Wing came to Prairie du 
Chien and made a similar declaration; that he after- 
wards saw three squaws, each about eighty years of 
age, who gsserted they knew captain Carver, and 
were at the Great Cave when the sachems made him 
the grant, and that it is called ‘‘Carver’s land:” 
wherefore, the petitioner prays that his title may be 
confirmed. 

The petitioner exhibits, in support of his claim, a 
copy of the alleged deed to captain Carver, unaccom- 
panied, however, by the ordinary proofs of verity. 
it is, substantially, as follows: that two chiefs of the 
Naudowissie, one by the sign of the Snake and the 
other by that of the Tortoise, on the Istday of May, 
1767, conveyed to captain Jonathan Carver the tract 
of country, as described in the petition, in return for 
presents and services, reserving to themselves and 
their heirs the liberty of hunting and fishing on the 
Jands not improved by the grantee and his heirs. 
The petitioner also adduces the copy of an instru- 
ment, purporting to have been executed at Lac Tra- 
ver, on the 17th day of February, 1821, by four Indi- 
ans, who called themselves chiefs and warriors of 
the Naudowissie tribe. By this writing, they declare 
a grant was made by their fathers to captain Carver, 
for atractof land situated at the Falls of St. Anthony, 
and that they have a traditional record thereof. 
These chiefs ackowledge their willingness that the 
claimants under Carver should be confirmed in their 
title. 

Dr. Peters himself has made oath that he was in 
London, in the year 1774, and was present when Car- 
ver solicited of the king a ratification of his title; 
that, after much inquiry and deliberation, the king 
gave him, as a gratuity, 1.1,373 6s. 8d., and ordered 
him to prepare to sail for New Orleans in the ensuing 
June, with one hundred and fifty men, to take pos- 
session of his grant; that, when things were in a 
state of preparation, the news of the battle of 
Bunker’s Hill was received, which entirely prohi- 
bited the projected voyage. These facts, with many 
others, not supposed by the eommittee necessary to 
be detailed, were sworn to by Dr. Peters, in the year 
1806, at which time the heirs of Carver petition- 
ed congress, and also again onthe 25th day of Sep- 
tember, 1824. 

It is stated to the committee that the original deed, 
which had been left with Dr. Lettsom, of London, 
was supposed to have been stolen, and is lost, and 
that the copy which appeared in the first editions of 
Carver’s journal is correct. 

Dr. Peters submits sundry letters, which he has, at 
different times, received from gentlemen in the upper 
Mississippi country. One appears to have been writ- 
ten from the falls of Black river, on the 10th day of 
Noy. 1819, by Constant A. Andrews, who states that, 
a few days before, he had put in operation asaw mill, 
thirty or forty miles from Lake Pepin, in an eastward- 
ly direction; that seven chiefs of the Sioux natiun 
gave him permission to scttle and remain there for 
five years, which term the chief Lefei extended for- 
ever. He informs Dr. Peters, that it is certain the 
chiefs Lefei, Petit Corbeau, and Red Wing, admit the 
validity of the grant to Carver. Another correspon- 
dent, of the name of Keys, writesto Dr. Peters, from 
Prairie du Chien, on the 7th of June, 1818, that he 
had seen Red Wing, who had a distinct recollection 
of Carver; that this chief informed him the Snake 
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and Tortoise, who signed Carver’s deed, were his un- 

clos, and that he was willing to sanction their acts, 

although he could not do so without consulting Lefei 

on the Little Raven, (Petit Corbeau,) who outranked 
im. 

Dr. Peters himself makes oath that he had seen 
Lefei and Red Wing, the heirs and successors of the 
two chiefs who gave Carver the deed; that they de- 
clared, through an interpreter, that it was good and 
valid, and the land covered by it the property of Car- 
ver, his heirs and assigns, who were at liberty to take 
possession thereof in peace and quietness. The fore- 
going statements are the strongest proof with which 
the committee has been favored by Dr. Peters. He 
had not exhibited the deed of conveyance to himself, 
though it is believed he has one. 

This case presents two questions for consideration. 
First, did the Indjans, represented to the chiefs of the 
Naudowissie tribe, execute the deed under which the 
petitioner claims? Second, assuming the fact that 
they did, is the government of the United States bound 
toratify the claim? | 

It appears to the committee, the proof submitted is 
of too weak and dubious acharacter to justify an af- 
firmatiye answer to the first question. To the convey- 
ance, there were no subscribing witnesses, nor is it 
known that Carver himself ever made oath to its ge- 
nuineness. Although he may have petitioned the king 
for relief in the recognition of his title, there is no evi- 
dence that his application was successful. Had it 
been, it is presumable the exhibition of testimony 
to that effect, would not be difficult; the records of 
England would not be silent. 

Dr. Peters states that the committee, appointed on 
the part of the senate in 1506, to investigate this case 
informed him, that, if the successors of the Snake and 
Tortoise chiefs would recognise the claim of Carver, 
there would be nothing farther needed to sustain the 
petition; and that, in consequence of this information, 
he spared no pains to obviate the difficulty. As that 
committee consisted of gentlemen highly respectable 
for talents, it is difficult to comprehend the reason 
why such advice was given. Surely, at that period 
of our government, a mode of acquiring Indian lands, 
different from that now pursued, could not have been 
conceived. Itis much more probable, Dr. Peters 
labored under a misapprehension, It seems, how- 
ever, he visited the Upper Mississippi country for the 
purpose of obtaining the Indian recognition, and also 
had agents in his employment. Here, it may be re- 
marked, the testimony he obtained is not accompani- 
ed by those solemnities which are deemed indispen- 
sable. ‘The statements, with the exception of his 
own, are not made on oath; and his ought to be ex- 
cluded from consideration, on the ground of inte- 
rest. The facility with which interested persons or 
interpreters might practise frauds on the Indians, de- 
mands the strictest scrutiny. No testimony should be 
received, which does not come in an unquestionable 
shape. If the fourIndians did sign the instrument at 
Lac Traver, as has been represented, they may, pos- 
sibly, have been deceived as to the contents, or been 
influenced by some improper motives. It is scarcely 
supposable that they feel themselves bound, by a con- 
tract made halfacentury ago. In thatregion of coun; 
try, the aborigines know tuo well the value of their 
territories to dispose of them without a suitable com- 
pensation. , 

Captain Carver’s journal, which was published first 
in the ycar 1773, is, as the committee believe, entire- 
ly silent in relation to the grant. He records, with 
some degree of minuteness, many events which took 
place about the time the instrument bears date. He 
describes the country between Lake Pepin and the 
Falls of St. Anthony as possessing many natural ad- 
vantages. Indeed, on the very Cay it appears to have 





heen given, a council was held at the Big Cave by se- 




















——- 


NILES’ REGISTER—FEBRUARY 26, 1825—PUBLI€ LANDS. 


409 








veral tribes of Indians. Many chiefs attended, and 
he delivered a speech, which he has communicated 
to the world. Is it not a little extraordinary that he 
should have forborne te journalize a fact so interest- 
ing to himself, the Indians, and his country? Not 
knowing precisely when the grant first made its ap- 
pearance, the committee is in no wise disposed to 
say they are suspicious of an antedate. 

To counteract the facts stated by Dr. Peters and 
his friends, the committee will refer to a letter ad- 
dressed by colonel Leavenworth, on the 28th day of 
July, 1821, to the late commissioner of the general 
land office. The writer informs him that “the Indi- 
ans do not recognise or acknowledge the grant, (Car- 
ver’s), to be valid. They say they have no know- 
ledge of any such chiefs as those who have signed the 
grant; that, if he did obtain a deed or grant, it was 
signed by some foolish young men, who were not 
chiefs, and who were not authorized to make the 
grant.’ 

Major Long and his party aseended the Mississippi | 
river in the summer of 1823, and had frequent inter- 
views with the Indians andtheir chiefs. They were 
at the village of Red Wing, (Aile Rouge), and whom 
they generally call Shakea. He lives on the west 
bank of the river, a short distance above Lake Pepin. 
The Petit Corbeau, (Little Raven), resides ten miles 
below the mouth of the St. Peter’s, and both are distin- 
guished chiefs of the Dacotas. Renville, major Long’s 
interpreter, whose mother was a squaw, was well 
acquainted with the Indians on the Mississippi and 
the rivers tributary, near the Falls of St, Anthony 
and Lake Pepin. His statements, and those of the In- 
dians, induced major Long, and the gentlemen asso- 
ciated with him, to give the following information: 
“It is, we believe, clearly proved, at present, that 
the land which he, (Carver), claimed, by virtue of a 
grant from the Indians, was never conveyed to him 
by them. Attempts were made, in 1317, by two of 
his grand-sons, to have the claim recognized by 
some of the Indians now living. They ascended the 
river when major Long did, but were not successful. 
An instrument, purporting to be the original treaty, 
was afterwards sent to Canada, and placed in Ren- 
ville’s hands, by those who had an interest in the 
claim. He was requested to show it, and explain its 
nature to the Indians, and to endeavor to obtain a 
confirmation of it from them; but, as he informed us, 
he could find no individual among them who had the 
least recollection or tradition of this conveyance, or 
of the names which are purported to have been af- 
fixed to the deed. The Indians say, there were no 
chiefs among them of the name.’? Major Long even 
doubts whether Carver resided among the Naudowis- 
sies five months, and assigns ,his reasons for the 
opinion. See p.325 of his Journal, of 1823. 

Although a negative answer to the first question | 
may seem to render farther discussion unnecessary, 
the committee bas thought proper to offer a few con- 
siderations on the second branch of inquiry. In the 
ease of Johnson against McIntosh, reported in 8th 
Wheaton, the question is settled beyond controversy. 
This was an action of ejectment, brought for the re- 
covery of lands in the state of Illinojs, claimed by the 
laintif under a purchase and conyeyance from the 
Pinnieaate Indians, and held by the defendant un- 
der a grant from the United States. Chief justice 
Marshall, who delivered the opinion of the court, 
says, ‘while the different nations of Europe respect- 
ed the rights of the natives as occupants, they assert- 
ed the ultimate dominion to be in themselves, and 
exercised the power to grant the soil while in the 
possession of the natives. These grants have been 
understood by all to convey the title, subject to the 
Indian right of occupancy. This government has al- 
ways acted on the same principle. While it recog- 


oa 





nized the Indian right of occupancy, it claimed the 


fee; and the treaties by which we have acquired the 
possession of such extensive regions of country in- 
volve this principle. The consideration paid appears 
to be intended merely as an equivalent for the peace- 
able surrender of possession.” 

By the treaty of 1783, which terminated the revo- 
lutionary war, Great Britain ceded to the United 
States a vast extent of territory in the northwest, to 
which the Indian title had not been extinguished. 
The legality of the eession has never been doubted, 
nor, indeed, can it be. As the “Carver Grant” is 
situated within our limits, as defined by the treaty, we 
are in the same situation in relation to it, in which 
was the British government. The petitioner shows 
that Carver solicited a ratificationof hisclaim. This 
is conclusive evidence that he himself believed it de- 
fective. Whether success would have attended his 
application, tothe extent of his wishes, had hostili- 
ties not taken place, is mere matter of conjecture. 
Certainly,’it is a claim, the acknowledgment of which, 
by this government, is not founded in right. The 
poliey which dictated the proclamation of 1768, is 
unexceptionable. By that measure, all private per- 
sons were interdicted the liberty of purchasing lands 
from the Indians. The indulgence of such a privi- 
lege, it had been ascertained, conduced to seriots 
difficulties. The mostreprehensible frauds had been 
practised on the natives. Their avarice and pro- 
pensity for ardent spirits had been but too success- 
fully addressed. At the time captain Carver ex- 
plored the country about the Falls of St. Anthony, this 
proclamation was recent, and, in all probability, 
known to him. With this knowledge of the pru- 
dence and caution of his country, he was among the 
first to effend. 

Fully impressed that it would be highly improper 
to confirm the claim of the petitioner, or that of any 
other person who may attempt to profit by the grant 
to Carver, the committee recommended the adoption 
of the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be not 
granted. 





———— 


Public Lands in Arkansas. 


Report of the committee on the public lands on the 
memorial of the general assembly of the territory 
of Arkansas. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of the general assembly of the ter- 
ritory of Arkansas, REPORT: 

That the petitioners, on account and in considera- 
tion of the said territory being a frontier, and settled, 
(as they say), under circumstances of peculiar hard- 
ship, and for the purpose of inducing emigration into 
said territory, pray that those persons within the ter- 
ritory who have settled on the lands of the U. States, 





may have granted to them the right to retain those. 


lands by paying for them the minimum or pre-emption 
price. ‘The committee are unable to perceive, in the 
reasoning of the legislature of Arkansas, sufficient 
grounds upon which their claim can be properly 
founded. Nothing has rendered it probable to the 
committee, that the history of the settlement of the 
Arkansas territory will furnish a greater number of 
cases of hardship and suffering than may be found in 
the history of every frontier settlement, bordered by 
savages, which has been made in other portions of the 
public domain. 

That Arkansas is a frontier territory, does not ap- 
pear a sufficient reason to the committee for granting 
the prayer of the petition. By the policy heretofore 
pursued by the government towards the Indian tribes, 
bordering upon and contained within the United 
States, itis to be presumed that the intention is not 
ultimately to exterminate that unfortunate race, nor 
to deprive them of their last hold upon the lands now 
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occupied by them. It is apparent, however, that, if 
the contiguous white population is encouraged by the 
government, to expect that the mere act of settling 
upon public lands, without right or permission, will 
entitle the settlers to the favorable consideration of 
the government, neither the rights of the United 
States, nor those of the Indians, will be respected. 

The government has already been compelled, by 
the unauthorized extension of settlements in this ter- 
ritory, not only to extend the western boundary line 
of it, but also to treat with the Indians residing with- 
in its limits, ata very considerable expense, for the 
extinguishment of their title to lands therein. It is 
presumed that, if the frontier settlers respect the 
rights, and abstain from encroaching on the property 
of their Indian neighbors, that they will seldom be 
molested by them. The situation of the United States 
would seem to negative the proposition of the legisla- 
ture of Arkansas relative to emigrations. The com- 
mittee are of opinion, that itis not the duty of the ge- 
neral government to adopt special measures, calculat- 
ed to induce the population of the older settlements 
to emigrate to Arkansas, or any other of its territories. 
All that the government can be expected to do in this 
respect, is to adopt wise and just regulations respect- 
ing its lands, which will be of general application, 
and afford reasonable facilities to those who may wish 
to emigrate for the purpose of bettering their condi- 
tion, and the condition of their families. The rest must 
de left to individual! discretion and enterprise. But, 
in addition to the above, it will be found, by recur- 
rence to the acts already passed om the subject of 
pre-emption rights, that Arkansas has, in common 
with other new states and territories, been liberally 
provided fer. Bythe act of April 12th, 1814, persons, 
who had actually inhabited and cultivated lands in 
Arkansas, and who had not removed from the terri- 
tory, had pre-emption rights secured to them up to 
that date; and, by the act of the last session, May 
26th, 1824, those persons, who had lands within the 
tract of country ceded by the United States to the 
Cherokee nation of Indians, to which the rightof pre- 
emption would have attached, had the ceded territo- 
ry remained in the possession of the government of 
the United States, are authorized to avail themselves 
of rights of pre-emption within the district of Law- 
rence, in said territory. Thus, it will be seen, that 
those persons in the territory in question, who, for a 
period of ten or eleven years, have been locating 
themselves upon the lands of the United States, with- 
out any right or authority, have been quieted by the 
government, notwithstanding they have, doubtless, 
seized upon many of the best tracts of land in said ter- 
ritory. The committee are of opinion that the indul- 
gence has been sufficiently extended; they, therefore, 
submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer ofthe petition ought not 
to be granted. 








Eighteenth Congress—2d Session. 
SENATE. 

On Wednesday, 16th instant, Mr. Benton, of Mis- 
souri, on leave, intruduced the following bill; which 
was read and passed to a second reading: 

A bill concerning hemp and flax. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of .?merica, in congress assembled, 
That, from and after the firstday of January, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and , the 
ships of war belonging to the United States shall be 
supplied with canvass, cordage, and cables, made of 
hemp or flax the growth and manufacture of the Unit- 
ed States and their territories, and none other. 

February 17. The president of the senate communi- 
cated from William Thornton, of Washington city, a 
memorial, stating that he had rendered important 


- 


services to government, for which ho prays compen. 
sation. 

Mr. Eaton, agreeably to notice, asked, and having 
obtained leave, introduced a bil! respecting the ad- 
journment of the circuit court of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. Parrott, agreeably to notice, asked, and having 
obtained leave, introduced a bill to authorize the con- 
struction of a bridge from the island on which the 
navy yard at Portsmouth is situated, to Kittery, in the 
state of Maine. 


The president communieated to the senate the fol- 

lowing letter from the secretary ef the treasury: 
Treasury department, 16th February, 1825. 

51x: In conformity with the provisions of the act 
of the 10th February, 1820, entitled ‘tan act to pro- 
vide fur obtaining accurate statements of the foreign 
commerce of the United States,” I have the honor to 
transmit, herewith, the following statements of the 
commerce and navigation of the United States, dur 
ing the year ending on the 30th day of September, 
1824, viz. 

Ist. A. A general statement of the quantity and 
value of merchandise imported into the United States 
from the Ist October, 1823, to 30th June, 1824 
aie B. do. do. from Ist July to 30th September, 

4. 

2d. A summary statement of the same. 

Sd. A general statement of the quantity and value 
of domestic articles exported. 

4th. A general statement of the quantity and value 
of foreign articles exported. 

5th and 6th. Summary statements of the value of 
domestic and foreign articles exported. 

ith, A general statement of the amount of Ameri- 
can and foreign tonnage employed in the foreign 
trade of the United States. 

8th. A general statistical view of the commerce 
and navigation of the United States. 

9th. A statement of the commerce and navigation 
of each state and territory, 

From these statements, it appears, that the imports 
during the year ending on the 30th September, 1824, 
have amounted to $80,549,007, of which amount, 
$75,265,054 were imported in American vessels, and 
$5,283,953 in foreign vessels; that the exports have, 
during the same period, amounted to $75,986,657, of 
which, $50,649,500 were domestic, and $25,337,157 
were foreign articles; that, of the domestic articles, 
$43,441,619 were exported in American vessels, and 
| $7,204,881 in foreign vessels; and, of the®foreign ar- 

ticles, $23,967,087 were exported in American ves- 
sels, and $1,370,070 in foreign vessels; that 850,033 
tons of American shipping entered,and 919,278 clear- 
ed from the ports of the United States; and that 
102,367 tons of foreign shipping entered, and 102,552 
cleared from the ports ef the United States, during 
the same period. 

Lhave the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, Wn. H. Crawrorp. 
Hon. president of the senate pro. tem. 

The senate adjourned. 


February 18. Mr Smith, from the committee on 
finance, to whom was referred the bill entitled ‘‘an 
act making further appropriations for the military 
service for the year 1825,” reported it with amenda- 
ments; which were read. 


Mr. Kiug, of New York, rose and said, in offering 
the resolution he was about to submit, though it was 
a subject of great national importance, he did not de- 
sire to debate it, nor did he offer it with a view to its 
present consideration. He submitted it as a matter for 
the future consideration of the senate, and hoped it 
would be received, by al] parts of the house, as one 
entitled to its serious attention. He then Jaid onthe 
table the following resolution: 
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Resolved by the senate of the United States of America, That, as 
soon as the portion of the existing funded debt of the United States, 
for the yayment of whieh the public Jand of the United States is 
pledged, shall have been paid off. then and thenceforth, the witole of 
the publie land of the United States, with the nett proceeds of all 
future sxles thereof, shal] constitute and torm a fund, which is 
hereby appropriated, and the faith of the United States is pledged, 
that the said fund shall be inviolably applied to aid the emancipation 
of such slaves, within any of the United States, and to aid the re- 
moval of such slaves, and the removal of such tree persons of cutor, 
in any of the said states, as by the laws of the states, respectively, 
say be allowed to be emancipated. or reruoved to any territory or 
country without the limits of the United States of America. 

The resolution was read—and, on motion of Mr. 
Benton, of Missouri, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee on the judiciary, 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled ‘‘an act fix- 
ing the place for holding the circuit district courts of 
the United States for the southern district of New 
York,” reported it with an amendment; which was 
read. 

Mr. Eaton submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary, to whom the 
judiciary bill of the senate has been referred, inquire into the ex- 
pediency of dividing the United States into four divisions; each 
division to be arranged into three circuits, so that each circuit shall 
contain not less than one, nor more than three states; and to ap 
poimt —— additional justices; that they inquire into the expedier- 
cy ofauthorizing the judgesin their respective divisions, once in 
—— year, to appoint one of their number, who, when appointed, 
ahall, with the chief justice, be, for the time being, justices of the 
pupreme court; providing, that this provision shail not take effect 
during the coutmuance in office of the present associate justices; 
and providing that, where the constitutionality of any state law 
shall he pending in the supreme eourt, um any question affecting 
the right ofany state, that the chief justice shall certify the same to 
the president ofthe United States, who, thereupon, on prociama- 
tion, shall convene the whole number of assOCiate Justices, at 
Washington, to hear and determine the said cases. 

‘he senate took up the joint resolution directing 
the purchase and distribution of 630 copies, four vo- 
Lumes each, of Way and Gideon’s edition of the jour- 
nals of the congress of the confederation. 

This resolution gave rise to considerable debate, in 
which it was advocated by Messrs. Talbot and John- 
son, of Ky.; and it was opposed by Messrs. Cobb, Ben- 
‘on and Dickerson. 

The question, finally, being taken on the third read- 
ing of the resolution, it was negatived by the following 
yote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Edwards, Findlay, Kelly, Knight, Lan- 
man, Noble, Parrott, Ruggles, Seymour, Valbot, Van Buren, Joho 
son, of Ky.—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Bouligny, Chandler, 
Clayton, Cobb, D’Woit, Dickerson, Elliott, Gaillard, Hayne, 
Holmes, of Maine, Holmes, of Miss. Jackson, Juhnuston, of Lou. 
hing, of Aiab. King, of New York, Lowrie, Modivaine, McLean, 
‘iacon, Mills, Sinith, Taylor, Tazewell, Thomas, Van Dyke, Wil. 
ame —29. 

The resolution was ofcourse rejected. 


The senate next took up the bill making an appro- 
riation of 6000 dollars for the purchase of Mr. Rem- 
randt Peal’s picture, (exhibited in the rotundo), em- 

bracing an equestrian portriat of general Washington, 
and equestrian portraits of general Lafayette, gene- 
ral Hamilton, and other officers. 

Mr Holmes, of Maine, opposed the biil, on the 
ground of the extravagance of the price—and Mr. 
Mills supported it, because of the desirableness of pos- 
sessing so fine a picture, embracing so good a por- 
trait of Washington. 

Mr. Hubues moved to strike out 6,000 and insert 
$4,000. 








February 21. The president communicated a re~ 
port of the postmaster general, of the contracts made 
by that department during the last year; which was 
read. 

The president also communicated a letter from J. L. 
McDonald, one of the delegates from the Choctaw 
nation of Indians, with an address from that delega- 
tion on the subject of the present condition of that 
tribe. 

Mr. Holmes, of Maine, submitted the following re- 
solutions: 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to furnish to the 
members of the senate a copy of the army register, which should 
have been furnished on the Ist of January last. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy beplirected, forthwith, 
to furnish the members of the senate a copy of the navy register, 
which should have been furnished on the first of January last. + 


Mr. Talbot, from the committee on the judiciary, to 
whom was referred the bill ‘to extend the judicial 
system of the United States, and to provide for three 
additional circuit courts,” reported it with amend- 
ments. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, the senate then proceeded, 
as in committee of the whole, (Mr. Mills in the chair), 
to the consideration of the bill from the other house, 
‘‘making an appropriation for certain fortifications in 
the United States, for 1825.” 

The amendments reported by the committce on fi- 
nance were read. 

The first was an appropriation of 30,000 dollars, 
for the erection of a Fort at Beaufort, in North Caro- 
lina, and 50,000 doilars for forts at Cape Fear, in the 
same state. 

A long discussion ensued on this amendment, which 
was supported by Messrs. Smith, Macon, Branch, Cobb, 
Hayne, and Johnston, of Lou. on the ground of right 
and necessity, and the pledge that had been given that 
the system of fortification, heretofore adopted, should 
be continued impartially. The appropriation was op- 
posed by Messrs. Dickerson, Lowrie, Holmes, of Maine, 
and Chandler, who argued that there was no necessity 
for fortifying the two points in question; that the se- 
cretary of war was opposed to it, at present, as there 
was no engineer at the disposal of the government, 
for the purpose, at this time.' 

The question was finally decided, by yeas and nays, 
in the affirmative, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Bouligny, 
Branch, Brown, Cobb, Elliott, Hayne, Jackson, John- 
son, of Ken. Johnston, of Lou. King, of Alab. King, of 
New-York, Knight, Lloyd, of Mass. McLean, Macon, 
Mills, Noble, Palmer, Parrott, Ruggles, Smith, Taylor, 
Tazewell, Thomas, Van Buren, Williams—29. 

Nays—Messrs. Bell, Chandler, Clayton, D’Wolf, 
Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Holmes, of Maine, 
Lanman, Lowrie, Seymour—ll. 

The next amendment was that making an appro- 
priation of $9,940, for a school of practice for light 
artillery, at Fortress Monroe; which was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then passed to a third 
reading. 


On motion of Mr. Smiih, the senate then procceded, 
as in committee of the whole, to the censideration of 


the bill from the other house, making further appro- 


priations for the military service of the United States 


The question being divided, was first put on striking | for the year 1825 


out, and was carried, ayes 20, noes 14, 

Mr. Hayne moved to fill the blank with 5,000— 
lost. Yeas 20, nays 22. The question was taken on 
4,000, and lost. The bill was then, on the motion of 
Mr. Mijls, laid on the table. 


The senate took up the bill extending to certain 
eompanies of Mounted Rangers, the provisions of the 
act for the relief of the persons engaged in the Semi- 
nole campaign, and, after making some amendments 
to the provisions of the biil, it was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The senate adjourned to Monday. 


. 





The amendments proposed by the committee of 
finance were unanimously agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was passed to a third read- 
ing. 
The senate then proceeded as in committee of the 
whole, to consider the bill for the relief of two com- 
panies of Mounted Rangers, which was passed, and 
sent to the house for concurrence. 

The senate then adjourned. 


February 22. Mr. Barton, from the committee on 
public lands, to whoin was referred the bill from the 
house, “providing for the relinquishing of certaia 
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claims to Jands sold by the United States, in the state} 
of Ohio,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Ruggles submitted some documents respect- 
ing this bill; which were ordered to be printed. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the reso- 
lutions submitted by Mr. Holmes, of Maine, yester- 
day, requiring a copy of the army and navy registers 
to be furnished to the senate. 

Mr. Hayne explained the reasons which had occa- 
sioned the delay, and moved that the resolutions lie 
on the table; which was agreed to. 

The senate proceeded, as in committee of the 
whole, to consider the bill ‘‘supplementary to an act, 
entitled ‘‘an act enabling the claimants to lands with- 
in the limits of the state of Missouri, and territory of 
Arkansas, to institute proceedings to try the validity 
of their claims,” approved the 26th of May, 1824, and 
to repeal a part thereof.” 

Some amendments were proposed to this bill, and 
considerable debate ensued—but, on the question, 
shall this bill be engrossed for a third reading? it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 20, nays 22. So the bill 
was rejected. 
>» The bill making further appropriations for the 
military service of the year 1825; and the bill making 
appropriations for certain fortifications of the United 
States, for the year 1825, as amended, were read 
the third time and passed. 

The president communicated the memorial of the 
legislature of Ohio, requesting a grant of land to aid 
the operations of that state, in connecting lake Erie 
with the Ohio river, by means of canal navigation; 
accompanied by resolutions requesting their senators 
and their representatives in congress, to use their 
best exertions to carry into effect the object of the 
memoria). 

The president communicated a report from the se- 
cretary of state, accompanied by a statement of the 
returns made to that department by the collectors, of 
American seamen, the last year; 

And a report from the same officer, made in pur- 
suance of the 5th section of the act of the 2d of 
March, 1819, regulating passenger ships and vessels. 

The president communicated a report from the se- 
cretary of the treasury, accompanied by a copy of a 
report of the commissioners of land claims in East 
Florida, and copies of reports of the commissioners 
of land claims in West Florida. The report was 
read, and referred to the committee on public lands. 

The president communicated the credentials of the 
honorable William Marks, appointed a senator by the 
legislature of the state of Pennsylvania, forthe term 
of five years, after the 3d day of March next; which 
were read, and ordered to lie on file. 

The senate, as in committee of the whole, resum- 
ed the consideration of the bill authorizing the pur- 
chase of the equestrian portrait of Washington, by 
Rembrandt Peale. 

Mr. Holmes, of Maine, moved to amend the bill by 
filling the blank with $4,500; which was decided in 
the affirmative, ayes 20, noes 14. 

On the question, ‘‘Shall this bill be engrossed for a 
third reading?” it was decided in the affirmative, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Clayton, Elliott, 
Findlay, Hayne, Holmes, of Maine, Holmes, of Miss. 
Jackson, Johnson, of Ky. Johnston, of Lou. Kelly, 
Lloyd, of Mass. Lowrie, Mills, Parrott, Ruggles, Sey- 
mour, Smith, Van Buren—2!. 

Nays—Messrs. Bell, Bouligny, Branch, Chandler, 
Cobb, D’Wolf, Dickerson, Edwards, King, of Alab. 
King, of New York, Lanman, Mclivaine, McLean, 
Macon, Noble, Palmer, Taylor, Tazewell, Thomas, 
Williams—20. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the senate resumed, as in 
committee of the whole, the bill for the preservation 
and civilization of the Indian tribes withinthe U.S. | 


— Oe 


_ Mr. Elliott, of Georgia, delivered an able exposi- 
tion of the merits of the bill. 


After which, it was ordered tobe engrossed for s 
third reading. 

After the consideration of executive business, 

The senate adjourned. 


February 23. The president communicated a re- 
port from the secretary of war, accompanied by an 
abstract of the rules and regulations for the field ex- 
ercise and manceuvres of the infantry, and the ge- 
neral regulations for the army, which are observed 
and practised upon by the army. 

Mr. Van Buren presented the petition of sundry 
aliens, residents in the District of Columbia, praying 
certain alterations in the law respecting naturaliza- 
tion. Referred. 

Mr, Brown, from the committee on the judiciary, 
to whom the subject was referred, reported a bil! 
| concerning the levying and collecting taxes in the 
territories of the United States; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 


The engrossed bill for the preservation and civili- 
zation of the Indian tribes within the United States, 
was read a third time, passed, and sent to the house 
for concurrence. 

The engrossed bill authorizing the purehase of the 
equestrian portrait of Washington, by Rembrandt 
Peale, was read a third time. 

On the question shall this bill pass? 

Some discussion eneued; Messrs. King, of Alaba- 
ma, Macon, Lanman and Noble, opposing the appro- 
priation, which was supported by Messrs. Milis and 
Lowrie; it was finally decided in the affirmative, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Barbour, Benton, Bouligny, 
Clayton, Eaton, Elliott, Findlay, Hayne, Holmes, ot 
Maine, Holmes, of Miss. Jackson, Johnson, of Ky. 
Kelly, Lloyd, of Mass. Lowrie, Mills, Parrott, Ruggles, 
Seymour, Smith, Talbot, Van Buren—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Branch, Brown, Chandler, Cobb, 
D’ Wolf, Edwards, King, of Alab. King, of N. York, 
Knight, Lanman, MclIivaine, McLane, Macon, Noble, 
Palmer, Taylor, Tazewell, Williams—18. 

So the bill passed, and was sent to the house for 
concurrence. 


The senate then, as in committee of the whole, (Mr. 
Barbour in the chair), proceeded to the consideration 
of the bil] from the other house, for the continuation 
of the Cumberland road. 

Mr. Brown, (chairman of the committee on roads 
and canals), made a short speech in support of the 
bill. 

Mr. Cobb moved to postpone the bil) indefinitely, 
and delivered his views much at large against the 
constitutionality of the power of the general govern- 
ment to construct roads and canals, &c. 

Mr. Ruggles submitted a number of calculations to 
shew the sufficiency of the 2 per cent. fund to reim- 
burse the amount proposed to be granted for this ob- 
ject, &e. 

The question was then put on the indefinite post. 
ponement of the bill, and decided in the negative, as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barbour, Bell, Branch, Chandler, 
Clayton, Cobb, Dickerson, Elliott, Hayne, Holmes, 
Me. Holmes, Miss. King, Alab. King, N. ¥Y. Knight, 
Macon, Mills, Tazewell, Van Buren, Williams—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Bouligny, Brown, 
D’ Wolf, Eaton, Edwards, Findlay, Jackson, Johnson, 
Ky. Johnson, Lou. Kelly, Lanman, Lloyd, Mass. Low- 
rie, Mcllvaine, McLean, Noble, Palmer, Parrott, Rug- 
gles, Seymour, Smith, Talbot, Thomas—25. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, of Me. (who wished time 
to examine more particularly the statements and cal- 
culations submitted by Mr. Ruggles), 








The senate adjournec. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Feb. 11. Mr. Plumer, from the committee 
on the judiciary, reported a bill to alter the terms of 
the district court of the United States in the western 
district of Virginia; which was twice read, and order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 

Mr. Vinton, from the committee on public lands,’ 
made a report adverse to the expediency of prolong- 
ing the time for locating lands, and for obtaining pa- 
tents within the Virginia military land district: which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. Hamilton, from the military committee, report- 
eda bill, authorizing the president of the United 
States, to purchase additional land for the completion 
of the site of Fort Washington. 

Mr. Henry, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, reported a bill to authorize the subscription of 
stock in the Louisville and Portland canal company. 

Mr. Tomlinson, from a select committee, to whom 
was referred the message of the president on that 
subject, reported a bill carrying into effect the reso- 
lutions of congress, for erecting monuments to the 
wemories of the late generals Wooster and Davidson. 

The following engrossed bills, viz. the bill to au- 
thorize the collector of the district of Passamaquody, 
to hold his office at Lubeck or Eastport, and for other 
purposes; the bill making an additional appropriation 
to defray the expenses of bringing to the seat of go- 
vernment the votesfor president and vice president 
of the United States; and the bill providing for the 
relinquishment of certain claims to land sold by the 
United States, in the state of Ohio; were severally 
read a third time, passep, and sent to the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill confirming an act 
of the general assembly of Virginia, incorporating a 
company for the improvement of the Appomatox ri- 
ver, was taken up, passed, and sent to the senate for 
concurrence. 

Friday, Feb. 18. The speaker laid before the house 
a communication from the department of the treasu- 
ry, transmitting a statement from the commissioner 
of the general land office, showing the emoluments of 
the registers and receivers of the several land offices 
for a year ending 30th of September last; which was 
referred to the committee on the public lands. 

Mr Cocke, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
made a report adverse to an appropriation for extin- 
guishing the title of the Cherokees to Jands in Georgia. 

The report was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Tayler, the report of the select 
committee appointed to examine what business ought 
to be acted upon at the present sessioh, was taken up, 
and having been slightly amended, was adopted. 

Mr. Whipple moved to reconsider the vote of yes- 
terday, postponing indefinitely the bill granting cer- 
tain lots to the cities of Pensacola and St. Augustine. 
The motion for reconsideration was negatived. 

Mr. Newton, moved to discharge the committce of 
the whole from the consideration of the bill concern- 
ing canal vessels and boats. The motion was carried, 
ayes 72. The bill was then taken up and read. 

On this bill, aa extended and highly interesting de- 
bate arose. 

Mr Newton, (chairman of the committee on com- 
merce), stated the circumstances which had led to the 
introduction of the bill, and explained its provisions 
at considerable length. 

Mr. Storrs, of New-York, objected to the bill on 
constitutional grounds, because it speaks of the re- 
mission of the tonnage duty on canal boats, as a thing 
granted by congress, whereas, he held that congress 
had noright to impose such a duty on boats navigat- 
ing acanal lying wholly within the limits of a single 
state; and he moved the following amendment, viz: 

To strike out the first section, after the enacting 
words, and substitute the following: 














the United States, and imposing duties on tonnage, 
and the acts supplementary and amendatory of the 
same, shall not be censtrued to extend to boats em- 
ployed exclusively in navigating the canals within the 
respective states.” 

Mr. Newton spoke in reply to Mr. Storrs, and in 
defence of the bill as reported, contending that con- 
gress possessed the right in its fullest extent, but were 
willing to waive it in the present instance, provided, 
yo suitable guards were introduced to prevent smug- 

ing. 

, Mr. McLane suggested to Mr. Storrs the propriety 
of omitting that clause of his amendment which ex- 
tends the exemption, not only to boats navigating the 
canal itself, but, also, the artificial works connected 
therewith. One of these works was a basin in lake 
Erie, and the words of the amendment would exclude 
al] the navigation of lake Erie which entered that ba- 
sin, from tonnage duty. 


Mr. Storrs accepted the modification proposed by 
Mr. WeLane. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Storrs’ amend- 
ment, agd decided in the aflirmative—ayes 87, 
noes 55. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 

Mr. Buckner moved to reconsider the vote of yes- 
terday, rejecting the bill for the Illinois canal. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Rankin, Cook and 
M‘Coy, the question on reconsidering was put, and 
negatived. 

The amendments of tbe senate to the general ap- 
propriation bill were then taken up and considered. 

The senate having adhered to its amendment strik- 
ing out. the salaries of the commissioners to settle 
land claims in Florida, and a separate bill being be- 
fore the house on that subject, the house agreed to 
recede from its disagreement to the senate’s amend- 
ments; 

And then the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Feb. 19. Mr. Sloane, from the commit- 
tee on elections, made a report on the credentials of 
Messrs. Call, of Indiana, and Outlaw, of North Caro- 
lina; which was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Markley, of Penn. it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of passing a general law authorizing 
the proper accounting officers of the treasury department, upon 
principles of equity and justice, to settle and adjust all claims ort- 


ginating in contracts made by the government of the United 


States with individuals for the manufacture of arms during the 
late war. 


An engrossed bill, entitled ‘‘an act concerning ca- 
nal vessels and boats,” was read a third time. 

Mr. Martindale, of New York, moved that the bill 
be recommitted, for the purpose of being modified. 

On this motion considerable discussion took place 
—finally, 

Mr. }¥ebster,in order to give time for further re- 
flection, and some interchange of views,which might 
Jead to a modification of the bill, more acceptable 
to all parties, moved that it lie on the table. The 
motion prevailed, and the bill was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The house then went into committee of the whole, 
on the bill to authorize the payment of interest duc 
to the state of Virginia. 

This bill gave rise to an antmated and interesting 
debate, which occupied the house till past 4 o’clock. 

The debate turned chiefly on an amendment offer- 
ed by Mr. Sharpe, of New York, which went to strike 
out the words “‘state of Virginia,” and to insert, in lue 


thereof, “‘the several states,’’ making the provisions of 


the bill to extend, without distinction, to all the 
states who had borrowed money for the service of 
the United States, and paid interest thereon, and 
whose demand for the principal of their debt had 
been recogniged and paid by the general govern 


“That the several acts regulating the commerce of! ment 
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The question was put on Mr. Sharpe's amendment, 
and decided in the negative—ayes 49, noes 96. 

The bill was then read throughout by sections and 
reported to the house. 

Mr. Sharpe now renewed his motion to amend the 
bill; but, the house adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 21. 
a memorial from the Choctaw Indians; which was 
read, and referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. McLane, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill ‘directing a discrimination 
between importations by citizens of the United States 
and those on foreign account;” which was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Ingham, from a select committee, to whom was 
referred the president’s message on that subject, made 
a report on the claims of the president, accompanied 


by sundry documents; which were laid on the table, | 


and, with the documents, ordered to be printed. 

{The report presents docaments, without the ex- 
pression of any opinion by the committee. ] 

Mr. Kent, from the committee on the District of Co- 
Jumbia, reported a bill to establish a system of qua- 
rantine for the District of Columbia; which was twice 
read and committed. 

Mr. Call, from a select committee, reported a bill 
granting a certain quantity of land tothe state of In- 
diana, for the purpose of aiding in openinga canal to 
connect the waters of the Wabash river with those of 
lake Frie; which was twice read and committed. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication 
from the department of war, accompanied by a report 
from the chief engineer, respecting the delivery of 
stone for the fortifications on the waters of Chesa- 
peake bay; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Cocke presented a letter. on the same subject, 
from a Mr. Baker, complaining that, though he had 
tid lower for the contract, it was given to another, 
&c.; and explained briefly the facts—which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

An engrossed bill to alter the terms of the district 
court of the United States, for the Western District 
of Virginia, was read a third time, passed, and sent 
to the senate. 

An engrossed bill to extend the right of deposite in 
public or other store houses, on certain conditions, 
and with certain privileges to other goods, besides 
wines, teas, and distilled spirits, was read a third 
time. And the question being, ‘‘shal] it pass?” 

A considerable discussion took place—in which 
Messrs. Wright and Trimble opposed the bill, and 
Messrs. Jf Kim, Livingston, Cambreleng, Buchanan and 
Sharpe supported it. Finally, 

Mr. P. P. Barbour moved, on account of the late- 
ness of the hour, and with a view to enter on the ap- 
pointment of printer to the house, that the bill be, for 
the present, laid on the table, and the unfinished bu- 
einess of Saturday, be postponed, to proceed to the 
bal!ct for that appointment. 

The motion prevailed, and the house accordingly 
proceeded to ballot fora printer for the next congress. 

Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, and Mr. Buchanan, of Penn- 
eylvania, were appointed tellers; and, after counting 
the votes, they reported that the votes given were as 
follows: 


For Gales & Seaton 141 
For Hezekiah Niles 40 
For Davis & Force 8 
For Jonathan Elliot 2 

Total number 191 


The speaker then declared Messrs. Gales & Seaton 
duly appointed printers to the house of represen- 
tatives. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, the stated hour for the 
mesting of the house was fixed for eleven o'clock, unti) 
otherwise ordered—And then the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Teh. 22. The speaker laid before the house 
a letter from the postmaster general, accompanied by 
a list ofcontracts made athis department, during the 
year 1824; which was laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. Hamilton, of S. C. it was 
Resolved, That the committee on commerce be instructed to 


e speaker laid before the house | TePett to this house, the canses which have produted the delay in 


erecting a light house, (which has been provided for by law), on 





Cape Romaine South Carolina; as well as into the expediency of 


; Providing the means for removing the ruins of the brick mill, at 
| that Cape, 
' 


On motion of Mr. .Wfercer, of Virginia, it was 

Resolved. Vhat the committee on roads and canals he instructed 
| to imquire into the expediency of aiding, by a subseription to the 
stock of a company incorporated by the state of Virginia, for the 
1 eXtension of the turnpike road from the Distriet of Columbia 
throngh the town of Winchester, in the said state, to Cumberland, 
onthe river Potomac. 

The engrossed bill, directing a discrimination be. 
tween importations by citizens of the United States 
and those on foreign account, was read a third time, 
passed, and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Sharpe moved to consider the hill to extend 
the right of deposite in public stores, with certain pri- 
vileges to other goods besides wines, teas, and distil- 
led spirits. The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Sharpe went at great length into ay ©xposition 
of his views in relation to the bill. 

Mr. Williams, of N. C. though professing nimself in 
favor of the bill, was induced, in consequence of the 
advanced state of the session, and the mass of busi- 
ness reported for immediate attention, to move to lay 
the bill on the table. The motion prevailed. 


The following message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States: 


To the senate and house of representatives 

of the United States: 

I transmit, herewith, a report from the secretary 
of war, with areportto him from the third anditor, 
of the settiement, in the amount stated, of the claims 
of the state of Massachusettes, for services rendered 
by the militia of that state, in the late war, the pay- 
ment of which has hitherto been prevented by causes 
which are wel! known to congress. Having commu- 
nicated my sentiments on this subject fully, in a smes- 
sage bearing date on the 23d of February, 1824, itis 
unnecessary to repeat in detail here, what I there 
advanced. 

By recurring to that message, and to the documents 
referred to in it, it will be seen that the conduct of 
the executive of that state, in refusing to place the 
militia thereof, at that diflicuit conjuneture, under 
the direction of the executive of the United States, 
as it was bound to do, by a fair construction of the 
constitution, and as the other states did, is the great 
cause to ,which the difficulty adverted to, is to be 
ascribed. It will also be seen, on a view of those 
documents, that the executive of the state was warn- 
ed at the time, if it persevered in the refusal, that 
the consequences which have followed would be in- 
evitable: that the aftitude assumed by the state form- 
ed a case which wes not contemplated by the exist- 
ing laws of the United States relating to militia ser- 
vices: that the payment of the claims of the state, 
for such services, could be provided for by congress 
only, aud by aspecial law for the purpose. Having 
made this communication, while acting in the depart- 
ment of war, to the governor of Massachusetts, with 
the sanction and under the direction of my enlightened 
and virtuous predecessor, it would be improper, in 
any view which may be taken of the subject, for me 
to change the ground then assumed, to withdraw this 
great question from the consideration of congress, 
and to acton it myself. 

Had the executive been in error, it is entitled to 
censure, making a just allowance for the motive 
which guidedit ‘fits conduct was correct, the ground 
then assumed onght to be maintained by it. It be- 
longs to congress alone to terminate this distressing 
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incident, on just principles, with a view to the highest | 
interests of our union. 

From the view which I have taken of the subject, I 
am confirmed in the opinion that congress should now 
decide on the claim, and allow to the state such por- 
tions thereof as are founded on the principles laid 
down in the former message. If those principles 
are correct, as, on great consideration I am satisfied 
they are, it appears to me to be just in itself, and of 
high importance that the sums which may be due, 
in conformity therewith, should no longer be withheld 
from the state. James Monroe. 

February 21, 1825, 

On the motion of Mr. Crowninshield, the message 
was referred to the military committee. 

The house then went into committee of the whole, 
on several private relief billsk—which were variously 
disposed of. 

The house went into committee of the whole, on 
the bill concerning the grant of land to the marquis de 
Maison Rouge. 

The bill was slightly amended, and then 

The house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Feb. 23. The speaker Jaid before the 
house a communication from the department of state, 
accompanied by a statement of passengers who ar- 
rived in the United States from foreign countries, 
during the year ending 30th September, 1824; which 
was laid on the table. 

The amendments of the senate to the military ap- 
propriation bill, and the appropriation bill for fortifi- 
cations, were referred to a committee of the whole 
tor to-day. 

On motion of Mr. P. P. Barbour, the house then re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill provicing for the 
payment of interest to the state of Virginia. 

Upon this bill a debate arose, in which Messrs. 
Wood, Sharpe, P. P. Barbour, Bartlett, Williams, of N. 
Carolina, Forsyth, Neale, Webster, ilexander, Isacks, 
and Reynolds took part: when the previous question 
was required by Mr. FF ickliffe, and was decided in the 
affirmative, by yeas and nays, 88 to 80. 

The main question was then put, viz: Shall the bill, 
(without amendment), now be ordered to be engrossed 
Jor a third reading? and decided by yeas and nays, as 
rollows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Alerander, of Va. Alexander, of Tenn. 
Allen, of Tenn. Allison, Archer, Bailey, P. P. Barbour J. S. Bar- 
dour, Bassett, Beecher, Bair, Brent, Buchanan, Burlirigh,Call, Cam- 
breleng, Campbell, of S. C. Campbell, of Ohio, Carter, Clark, Col- 
Jins, Condiet, Conner, Cook, Crafts, Crowrninshield, Cuthbert. Eddy, 
Edwards, of N. C. Findlay, Floyd, Foote, of N, ¥. Forward, Frost, 
Fuller, Gatlin, Gist, Govan, Guriey, Hall, Hamilton. Harvey, Hay- 
ward, Herrick, Hooks, Houston, Ingham, Isacks, Jenkins, John- 
son, of Virginia, J. T. Johnson, Kent, Lathrop, Lee, Leftwich, 
Letcher, Lincoln, Litchfield, Livingston, Loug, McArthur, McCoy, 
McKean, McKim, McLane, of Del. McLean, of Obio, Mangum, 
Mallary, Marvin, Matson, Mercer, Metcalfe, Miller, Mitchell, of 
Penn, Mitcheiit, of Md. Moere, of Alab. Neale, Nelson, Newton, 
Olin, Outlaw, Owen, Patterson, of Penn. Patterson, of Ohio, Plumer 
of Penn. Poinsett, Rankin, Reed, Reynolds, Richards Rives, Rose, 
Sandtord, Saundevs, Seott, Sloane, Arthur Smith, Alex. Smyth, 
William Smith, Spasht, Spence, Standefer, A Stevenson, J. Ste 
pheuson, Stewart, Storrs, Swan, Tattnall, ‘Ten Eyck, Thompson, 
of Penn. Thompson, of Georgia, Thompson, of Ken. Tucker, of Va. 
Tucker, of S. C. Tyson, Udree, Vanee, of Ohio, Van Rensselaer, 
Vinton, Warfi id, Wayne, Webster, Whittlesey, Wickliffe, Williams, 
of Va. Williams,of N.C James Wilson, Henry Wilson, Wilson, of 
S. C. Wiison. of Ohio, Wood, Wright—132 

NAYS—Messrs. Ailen, of Mass. Baylies, Barber, of Connecti- 
cut, Bartlett, Breck, Brown, Cady, Cocke, Craig, Culpeper, Cush- 
man, Day, Dwinell, Edwards. of Penn. Ellis, Foot, of Coan. Hay- 
den, Herkimer, Hobart, Hogebroom, F. Johnson, Lawrence, Little, 
Longf:liow, Murtindale, Morgan, O'Brien, Sharpe, Sibley. Sterling, 
Stoddard, Taylor, Vance,of N.C, Van Wyck, Whitman, Williams, 
of N. ¥.—"6. 

So the bill was engrossed for a third reading to- 
yoorrow. 


An act concerning the grant of land to the marquis 
ce Maison Rouge, after being amended, was ordered 
to a third reading to-morrow. 

The house then proceeded to consider the senate’s 
amendments to the appropriation bill for fortifica- 
tons. 








The question being on the first amendment of the 
senate, inserting the following: 

‘‘For a fort at Beaufort, in N. C. €30,000. 

“For forts at Cape Fear, $50,000.” 

After considerable debate, the question was taken 
on this amendment, and carried. Ayes 82, noes 33. 

The second amendment of the senate, which con- 
sisted of the following proviso respecting certain isl- 
ands in Boston harbor, viz. ‘‘Provided, however, That 
the right of soil of said islands shal] be first vested in 
the United States;”’ was agreed to without opposition. 

The lastamendment of the senate proposes to in- 


{sert, at the end of the bill, the following: “For a 


school of practice for light artillery at Fortress Mon- 
roe, $9,940.” 

After having been explained and advocated by Mr. 
Hamilton, and opposed by Mr. Vance, of Ohio, who 
objected to the appropriation, as leading to other 
and great expenses, and not needed at present, the 
question was taken, and the amendment disagreed to 
by a large majority. 

The house then proceeded to consider the senate’s 
amendments to the additional military appropriation 
bill, which consisted of several appropriations for car- 
rying into effect certain treaties formed with differ- 
ent Indian tribes. 

Mr. Forsyth, objected to concurring with these 
amendments, until they had been submitted to the 
revision of a committee of the house. He thought it 
an objectionable mode of legislation to appropriate 
money, merely at the suggestion of a department that 
certain treaties had been entered into. A committee 
ought to inquire whether the sums here mentioned 
are required by the treaties referred to, &e. 

Mr. .McLane replied, and moved that the committee 

rise. 
The committee rose accordingly, and reported both 
bills. The house agreed to thetwo first amendments 
of the senate to the bill for fortifications, and con- 
curred in the vote of the committee, rejecting the last 
amendment. 

Mr. Forsyth moved the commitment of the amenc- 
ments to the additional military appropriation bill, te 
the committee of waysand means. — 


Mr. WeLane, chairman ofthat committee , opposed 


| the recommitment as unnecessary, and moved that 


the bill be laid on the table; whieh motion was carried. 
And then, at a late hour, the house adjourned. 


TIIURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS —FLERUARY 24. 
In the senate. Many bills, for the relief of indivi- 


duals were read, &c. and much preparatory business 
attended to. 


The bill from the other house, for the extension of 
the Cumberland road to Zanesville, in the state of 
Ohio, after the rejection of several proposed amend- 
ments, was orderedto a third reading by the follow- 
ing vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Bouligny, Brown, 
D’ Wolf, Eaton, Edwards, Holmes, of Maine, Jaekson, 
Johnsen, of Ky. Johnston, of Lou. Kelly, King, of 
Alab. Knight, Lanman, Lloyd, of Mass. Lowrie, 
Mclivaine, McLean, Noble, Palmer, Parrott, Ruggles, 
Smith, Talbot, Taylor, Thomas, Van Dyke—28. 

Nays—Messrs. Barbour, Bell, Branch, Chandler, 
Clayton, Dickerson, Elliot, Findlay, Hayne, Holmes, 
of Miss. King, of N. ¥. Macon, Mills, Tazewell, Van 
Buren, Williams—16. 


The bill also from the other house, to authorize a 
subscription to the stock of the Chesapeake and Dela- 
ware canal company next came up—and, after debate, 
and the rejection of several proposed amendments, 
was ordered to a third reading. 

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Bouligny, Brown, D’Wolf, 
Dickerson, Eaton, Edwards, Findlay, Jackson, Jahn- 
son, of Kentucky, Johnston, of Lou, Kelly, Lanman, 
Loyd, of Mass. Lowrie, McIlvaine, Neble, Parrott, 
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Ruggles, Smith, Talbot, Thomas, Van Dyke, Williams 
—24, 

Nayrs—Messrs. Barbour, Bell, Benton, Branch, 
Chandler, Clayton, Elliott, Hayne, Holmes, of Maine, 
Holmes, of Miss. King, of Alabama, King, of New 
York, Knight, McLean, Macon, Seymour, Tazewell, 
Van Buren—18. 

And the senate adjourned. 

In the house of representatives. After other business, 
of nopresent importance— 

Mr. Mercer moved to discharge the committee of 
the whole from the consideration of the bill ‘‘to con- 
firm the acts incorporating the Ohio and Chesapeake 
canal company;” which was carried. 

The house accordingly took up the bill. 

Considerable discussion followed—finally, the bill 
was amended, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. [Itgives the sanction of congress 
to the acts of the states of Maryland and Virginia, and 
shall be inserted, at length, in the next pry 

An engrossed bill, concerning the grant of land to 
the marquis de Maison Rouge, was-read a third time, 
and, though opposed, passed by a large majority. 

The rest of the day was chiefly spent in considering 
the bill toestablish certain post roads. 








CHRONICLE. 


General Lafayette, with his son and secretary, left 
Washington on the 23d inst. on a tour through the 
southern and western states. Heleft that city in the 
steam-boat Potomac, for Norfolk, whence he will 
proceed through tie Carolinas, Georgia, and Ala- 
bama, to New Orleans; thence up the Mississippi, as 
far’as St. Louis, visiting the seats of government of 
the states on its banks, then those-of the western and 
northwestern states, and returning to the Atlantic via 
Pittsburgh, &e. Being under an engagement to be 
at Boston onthe anniversary of the battle of Bun- 
ker’s Hill, which is the 17th of June, the general has 
a journey before him of about five thousand miles, 
to be performed in something less than four months. 


A public dinner has been given to commodore Rod- 
gers, by the citizens of Norfolk, as a testimony of 
respect for his personal and official worth. Thecom- 
modore is about sailing in the Narth Carolina, 74, for 
the Mediterranean. 


Literary. It is said that Mr. Cooper, the famous 
novelist, has undertaken a history of the American navy. 


Pennsylvania. On the 18th inst. \¥m. Marks, esq. 
the speaker of the senate of Pennsylvania, was 
elected a senator in the congress of the United 
States, for six years from the 4th of March next. The 
following is the state of the ballotings: 

Ist. 2d. 3d. 4th. 5th. 


William Marks, 21 26 27 43 173 
Thomas Burnside, 27 29 29 $1 27 
Wm. Darlington, 30 23 27 21 — 
Sohn Sergeant, 8 19 19 19 19 
Samuel D. Ingham, i oe a 
I. D. Barnard, 4—-—- —_-_ = 


Philip P. Barbour, esq. at present a representative 
in congress, has been appointed by the legislature, a 


sioned by the death of judge Hugh Holmes. 
Maryland. The bill granting four delegates to the 
city of Baltimore, has passed both branches of the 
Maryland legislature. Being ar. alteration of the con- 
stitution, it will require the ratification of the next 
assembly, before its provisions can go into operation. 
Ohio tobacco. It is estimated that last year tio 
hundred and fifly hogsheads were raised, and that, ae 
least, one thousand will be raised the present year, ib 
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Lead mine. A lead mine had been discovered on 
the farm of Mr. Jonathan Leonatd, of Canton, Mass. 
about fifteen miles from Boston. A shaft has been 
sunk to the depth of about 30 feet, And there is a fair 
promise of an abundant supply of the material. 


Fine arts. The Bunker-Hill coOMMittee offer a pre 

mium of $100 for the best model Of a monumenta! 
column, 220 feet high. : 
_ The commissioner of the public buildings at Wash- 
ington, offers a premium of $500 for the most approv- 
ed design of ornamenting the TY™Panum of the pe- 
diment of the east portico to the °@Pitol. The pedi- 
ment is supported by eight Corinthi@n columns, stand- 
ing onan arcade, the cornice about 70 feet above the 
ground. The base of the tymp20Um ig 64 feet, and 
the height in the centre 12 feet. rawings or mo- 
deis, with the necessary explanatioNS, to be delivered, 
on or before the first day of May 2ext, to J. Elgar, 
Wasbington. 

Legal decision. Judge Bray, of S°Uth Carolina, has 
decided the question which was 8?Sued before him, 
whether aliens are liable to the perforM@nce of militia duty. 
The opinion of the honorable judge, founded upon the 


principle of the ‘Lex Loci,” is, that aliens are liable 
to perform militia duty. 


Methodists. In 1755, five methodists, from Ireland 
settled in the city of New York, °0© of whom was Pe 
preacher. His first sermon was pf€&ched in his own 
house to a congregation of five P€TSons. This was 
the first methodist society in AmeriCa. The number 
gradually increased, and, in 1766, 2 Methodist meet- 
ing house was built in John street, the first that was 
erected in the United States. In 1816 an elegant 
church was built on the same spot, Which accommo- 
dates 2000 hearers. There are NOW jn the city of 
New York six methodist churches, besides two built 


for colored people, who worsh# S€Parately from the 
whites. 


Indian longevity. Within these last eight years, “says 
the Canada Spectator,” there have dieq jn the villaze 
of Conewago, ten Indians, each of them past an hun- 
dred years of age. Some days 0g0, tRe curate buried 
a woman aged 166. There is now living a squaw, who 
has her descendants to the fifth geM€ration; in other 
words, the child has now living, her mother, grand- 
mother, grandmother’s mother 294 grandmother's 
grandmother. 


Tamed wolres. A singular eqU'ipage has been 
| seen for the last six months in the Streets of Munich. 
It is a calash drawn by two enormous wolves, which 
M. W. K. formerly a merchant ®t St. Petersburg, 
found very young in a wood near Y2Ina, and has so 
well tamed that they have all the docijity of horses. 
These animals are harnessed exactly like our carriage 
horses, and have entirely lost their f€Focioys instinct. 
The police have only required that they should be 
muzzled. M. W. K. parades thé City in this equi- 


page several times a day, and alwy3 attracts an im- 
mense crowd. 


Appointments by the president, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate. 

John 2. Smith, of New York, at pf&sent secretary 
of legation at London, to be secretary of legation at 
Madrid. 

John J. Appleton, of Massachusetts, at present se- 
cretary of legation at Madrid, to be S€cretary of le- 
gation at London. 

Harvey Gregg, of Indiana, to be COMSUl at Acapulco, 
in Mexico. 

Daniel Wynne, of New York, to be consul at St. 
Jago de Chile. 

Joshua Bond, of Maryland, to be Consul at Mon- 








the county of Belmont, in the state of Ohio. 


tevideo. 
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